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PREFACE. 

This little volume is not intended to give a 
full description of the city of Washington — its 
history, statistics, and local affairs; but to pre- 
sent a general view of such objects, both in 
and around the Metropolis, as most attract the 
notice of strangers, and to embody such infor- 
mttion as may be most useful to visiters at the 
Seat of Government. The Public Buildings^ 
Statuary, Literary and Scientific Institutions, 
&c., of the cities of the District, are briefly de- 
scribed, spots of the most striking scenery 
pointed out, and faithful representations given 
of views in Washington, Georgetown, Alex- 
andria, Bladensburg, Mount Vernon, and oi 
the Potomac river. 
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tit the advantages of position, climate, pro- 
ductions, and Scenery, the District of Columbia 
in perhajd unsurpassed. True, there may be 
i& other countries, and even in this, regions 
Where nature shows an aspect bolder and 
more grand ; yet is there none of the same 
extent, in which^ from so many points, she 
looks forth with features of such modest, tran- 
quil, charming beauty. True, there is here 
no Alpine or ocean scenery, no clifi^, glens, or 
lakes, like those of Scotland; yet, from any 
position on the fine amphitheatre of hills 
thrown around Washington, including those 
on the Virginia side of the Potomac, what 
objects of rich and varied, of simple and pic- 
turesque loveliness, meet the eye ! He who 
looks out from the capitol, from the heights 
of Georgetown, or from Arlington, (the seat 
of Mr. Custis,) sees spread before him a view 
which must gain in the comparison with those 
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famous ones from Windsor Castle or Rich- 
mond Hill in England, and to which, on the 
same scale, nothing superior, if equal, can be 
found in the compass of the Union. And 
where is the spot on earth more abounding 
than this District in all those good gifts of 
Providence, which supply, not merely the 
necessities, but minister to the luxurious desires 
and refined taste of civilized man ? Ships laden 
with the productions of every land may be borne 
on the bosom of a noble river to its wharves , 
from its forests, fields, and gardens, may be 
gathered provision for a feast such as a Roman 
emperor could not buy; flowers of every hue 
shed their fragrance on its genial air, and birds 
of sweetest song build their nests among its 
branches. The people of this District may 
adopt with truth the words of inspiration, and 
say, ^^ the lines have fallen to us in pleasant 
places, and we have a goodly heritage." 

But if the natural advantages of this District 
are great, the peculiarities of the social and 
political condition of its inhabitants are not un- 
deserving of notice and regard. Selected for 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

the seat of the Federal Government, and placed 
under its legislative control, while they enjoy 
not the political rights and independence of 
the States, they share more in the favor and 
protection and are more identified with the 
interests and prosperity of the nation. They 
are less disturbed and distracted by questions 
connected with state rights and local politics. 
The stormy agitations connected with elec- 
tions spend much of their rage before they 
reach these limits, or break out only in the 
halls, and subside with the departure of Con- 
gress. This is to be understood not of those 
connected with the offices of Government, but 
of the citizens generally, who, enjoying the 
blessings of good government, are well satis- 
fied with the immunities and honors of private 
life, leaving to otKers the anxieties, responsi- 
bilities, and direction of public afiairs. Such 
persons find in this District a sheltered and 
quiet nook, where, indeed, they may hear the 
sound of the tempest, but fear not its power; 
and, while observing every now and then some 
gallant vessel dashed a wreck upon the shore. 
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pursue their occupations with thankfulness, 
that they dan look out upon the angry waives 
of the political ocean, and remain inaccessible 
to their wrath, and dread no treacherous ele- 
ments of its evil fortune. They have ail the 
intellectual advantages of the ablest political 
discussions, but are less exposed than citizens 
of the States to the evil effects of political ex-* 
citement upon the passiops of the heart. 

Of the social condition of the inhabitants of 
this District, it may be remarked, that it has 
all the freshness of youth ; that the population 
is gathered from every section of the country, 
and even from distant and difierent nations; 
that, while favored with many agricultural and 
commercial advantages, they are not particu-* 
larly exposed to be seduced into wild specula-* 
tions and dangerous excitements of the love of 
gain ; that, while not impelled to make haste 
to be rich, they may be certain that industry, 
frugality, and economy will find sure rewards ; 
that, like the people of ancient Elis, in Greece, 
they dwell on a territory dedicated to the 
common good of all the tribes of the Republic, 
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and to which they anaaally come up, not in 
arms, or to the trial of their physical strength, 
hut to the contest of mind with mind, in skills 
fal argument and eloquent debate, on subjects 
of high and solemn bearing on the welfare of 
the State; and finally, that an almost constant 
and extensive intercourse with their fellow 
citizens from all sections of the Union, and 
strangers from foreign lands, will prove for 
good or evil, as they are trained and disciplined 
to render such intereourse, and the knowledge 
derived froni it, the aliment of virtue or the 
means and aids to vice. 

The cultivation of a taste for science and 
letters is of the highest importance to the people 
of this District, and by this will they most ef- 
fectually adorn and elevate their character and 
advance their highest interests. It is not 
strange that many have ascribed the origin of 
written language to Qod, since it is difficult to 
imagine that unaided human reason could have 
devised so wonderful an ii^rument for the 
communication of thought and the increase of 
knowledge. Things most admirable, beit^ 
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of immortality: — would he not fall down 
before the Great Spirit of the universe, and 
deem himself enriched and surrounded by the 
special gifts and revelations of His wisdom ? 
How wide the gulf which separates those who 
have, from those who have not, the knowledge 
and use of letters! And who that is not indif- 
ferent to his own happiness will fail to enrich 
and adorn his mind with choice thoughts and 
the precepts of the highest philosophy, that, in 
solitude or adversity, he may find himself in 
possession of treasures of which no earthly 
power can deprive him, and which he can 
freely impart to others without diminution and 
without loss ) Yet the observation of Fnseli, 
as quoted by professor Henry, should be re- 
membered : '^ that no great genuine work of 
art was ever produced where the artist did not 
love his art for its own sake ; and the remark 
applies to every branch of science and letters. 
All the master works of the mind must be the 
genial production of those who find their la- 
bors their own exceeding great reward. True 
love alone quickens creative energy. He who 
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can be drawn to labor in the cause of truth and 
letters only by the earthly rewards of money 
and honor, will never do any thing worthy of 
reward." 

There is a sense of personal honor and dig- 
nity connected with knowledge and intellec- 
tual power, which belongs to no mere distinc- 
tion of rank and fortune. This is true both of 
individuals and communities. In what cata- 
logue of nobles or of kings are names to com- 
pare with those of Corner, Aristotle, Plato, 
Bacon, Locke, Shakespeare, Milton, Butler, 
Newton, Edwards, who have contributed to 
exalt the human understanding, thrown new 
light upon abstruse subjects of human enquiry, 
and enlarged the empire of wisdom 1 Who, 
asks an eloquent author, •* would not prefer 
to have been a citizen of the small republic of 
Geneva, than to have wandered a prince on 
the territories of the Czar, or reign the master 
of a desolated continent?" 

If, which is doubtful, any other portions of 
this country may boast of natural advantages 
superior to those of the District of Columbia, 
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surely the people of none have greater in- 
ducements and opportunities for the cultivation 
of literature and science, of manners and the 
heart. The absence of the strongest stimur 
lants to commercial cupidity and political am- 
bition leave them especially open to the gentler 
and more refining influences connected with 
the study of nature, of books, and themselves. 
As they have less chance of distinction in some 
other pursuit, they have a fairer prospect and 
stronger motives to seek it by intellectual cul- 
ture, the acquisition of knowledge, the improve- 
ment of the arts, and the exhibition of the best 
manners and ihh most humane and generous 
affections. Their territory is not too large for 
the highest cultivation in every part. Be it 
then the garden spot of the Republic, more 
attractive than the ancient groves of the acade- 
my, where not our countrymen only, but 
foreigners, may refresh themselves by purer 
than Castalian streams, and find philosophy, 
while discoursing eloquently on the works, not 
irreverent, unbaptized, and without awe of the 
providence and word, of GoA 
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Thus, by winning distinction for their lite- 
rary, scientific, and moral character, will the 
inhabitants of this District most efiectually ad- 
vance all their secular and subordinate interests. 
The central position it occupies in the political 
system, and the establishment within its limits, 
of the Seat of the General Goverement, the 
annual assemblage of Congress and of such 
citizens of the States as may find cause to 
attend upon its proceedings, renders this Dis- 
trict, for a residence, a place of many attrac- 
tions. If it become a home for genius, taste, 
and art, be greatly distinguished for the love of 
letters, for scientific investigation and discove- 
ry; if it become famous for its schools and 
colleges, combining in their methods of in- 
struction and discipline whatever the wisdom 
of antiquity can supply to the study and ex- 
perience of modern times, thousands will make 
it their abode, assured, that while they bring 
their sons and daughters to secure the benefit 
of the best education, they place them also 
where example will add force to precept, 
where what is begun in the schools will be 
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cherished and perfected hy the ever present 
influence of general society. To this District let 
the eyes of our countrymen be once turned as 
were the eyes of all Greece towards Athens, 
and It will do more for its pecuniary and every 
other valuable interest than a donation of mil- 
lions from the national treasury. 

And since the influence of this District 
must be for good or evil to the whole nation, 
its citizens owe it to their country to seek 
nothing short of the highest attainments pos- 
sible in literature, science, and a sound chris- 
tian influence. Ignorance and vice at the heart 
wiU send a pernicious influence to the ex< 
tremiiies of the political body; while every 
pulsation there of intellectual energy and 
virtuous sentiments will infuse heahh and 
gladness through the entire system. Vast are 
the responsibilities of the people of this Dis- 
trict. Not for themselves alone do they act 
nor should they labor, but that from the Cap- 
ital of the Union a high toned intelligence and 
manly virtue may be sent forth to pervade and 
bless the population of the land, so that, if this 
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District be least in tiie measure of its territory 
and in its political rights, it may be greatest 
in the distinctions of the intellect and the mo^ 
ral dignity of its example. In pecuniary re- 
sources and political power it cannot hope to 
rival any one of the States, but the loftiest 
among then! it may equal, if not excel in vir- 
tue and beneficence ; and, vt^hile wisdom is 
better than strength or than weapons of war^ 
while the words of the wise are heard in quiet 
more than the ery of him who ruieth among 
fools, if true to themselves and their country 
its people may kindle a light around the Cap- 
ital which shall confound the pretensions of 
vanity and expose the disguisiss of guilt j and 
exert a moral influence upon the nation to its 
utmost Jimit and for all time. Nor can lan- 
guage ex^lress the dishonor which would be 
theirs should they ever permit darkness to 
settle upcm the high place to which the tribes 
of our Israel come up, to mingle their congratu- 
lations, renew their patriotic vows, invigorate 
their intellect, strengthen their union, and, by 
their high example, tall the world to liberty, 
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The people of this District have every thing 
to encourage their hopes, and incite them to 
the most decided and confident efforts in the 
cause of letters, of art, and of science. The 
system of common school education, so well 
commenced, the many private and public sem- 
inaries of great excellence rising into life, the 
establishment of colleges of high promise, 
the National Observatory, National Institute, 
and Smithsonian Institution, opening a wide 
and cheering prospect of scientific discoveries 
to future generations — these are signs and as- 
surances that this District is yet to become 
worthy of the distinction it enjoys, and for it- 
self to win a renown more exalted than it is 
possible for circumstances or any government 
to confer. 

There is manifestly abroad among the 
citizens of Washington and the District, a spirit 
of improvement, and the recent policy of the 
city authorities is such as promises large and 
permanent benefits to the community. Public 
attention begins to be turned earnestly to ar- 
chitecture, an art embodying more perfectly 
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than any other, beauty and grandeur, the cul- 
tivation of which is adapted to refine the taste, 
exalt the imagination, and chasten and ennoble 
the moral sentiments. 

Manners, it has been justly said, are more 
important than laws. Of these a sound moral- 
ity is the basis, and the only adequate sanction 
of this is derived from the revealed will of 
God. The cultivation of letters and science 
disciplines the higher faculties, diminishes the 
power of the senses and the force of the temp- 
tations which threaten virtue, gives pleasure, 
which there will be no cause to regret, and 
means of usefulness which it is our duty to 
employ. But the highest genius and largest 
acquirements do not of necessity soften and re- 
fine the manners, or purify the heart. With- 
out the spirit of a Divine Philosophy, the 
finest parts, most brilliant wit, and i ample 
knowledge, are but the adornings of a sepul- 
chre, and profit nothing. 

Faithful to their high trust, the present in- 
habitants of this District may anticipate the 
time (let it be not far distant) when the great 
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and good father of his country, turning his 
benignant eye to this territory of his bhoibe, 
shall behold it ribh in agricultural resourced 
and improvements, adorned by ihdustry, by art^ 
and all architectural beauty; its hills cbvered 
by stately edifices, its valleys smiling with culti' 
vated gardens and the best products of the soil, 
its churches solemn, weil proportioned^ and 
grand in aspect ; its schools and colleges all 
that the wisest friends of education could de« 
sire ; and, towering above all, a National Uni- 
versity worthy of the name of Washington, 
who proposed it, and of the nation that shall 
endow it and participate through all ages in 
its inestimable blessings. 
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Washington City, the seat of Got- 
ernment of the United States, is within the 
I^strict of Columbia, a Territory which, as 
ceded by Maryland and Virginia to the Gov- 
ernment, was ten miles square, the diagonal 
liiiC^ running north and south and east and 
west, and which, as selected by General Wash- 
ington, included the cities of Washington, 
Georgetown, and Alexandria. That part 
which wlBs ceded by Virginia, being all that 
portion of the District which lay south of the 
Potomac, including the city of Alexandria, 
has recently, by act of Congress, been restored 
to Virginia. Washington is admirably sit- 
uated for a magnificent city, on the left bank 
of the Potomac, and the right of the Anacos- 
tia or Eastern Branch, and was laid out by 
General Washington on a plan commensu- 
rate with his enlarged mind. 

This city is nearly surrounded by a fine 
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amphitheatre of hills, of moderate elevation, 
covered with trees and shrubbery, command- 
ing from many points picturesque scenery and 
extensive views of the Potomac or river of 
Swans, which, descending from the Alleghany 
mountains, and winding its way for nearly 
four hundred miles, through a fertile and most 
attractive country, expands into the Chesa- 
peake bay, and finally, through its ample wa- 
ters, mingles itself with the ocean. The 
environs of the city abound in the most eligi- 
ble sites for villas and country seats for indi- 
viduals of wealth and taste, and such will 
doubtless be multiplied as the great advantages 
of Washington for health, education and 
agreeable and refined society, become evident 
and more extensively known. 

The first recorded oonununication in regard 
to the laying out of the city is from the pen of 
General Washington, dated March 11, 1791; 
and in a letter dated April SO, 1791, he calls 
it the Federal City, About four months later, 
the name which it now bears. Clip of Wash* 
ington^ was adopted by the commissioners 
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appointed to lay it out, probably without the 
knowledge of General Washington. The 
original proprietors of the land, I>aniel Carrol, 
Notley Young, David Butns, and Samuel 
Davidson, in consideration of the great bene* 
fits which they expected to derive from the 
location of the seat of €k)vernment, conveyed 
in trust to the Commissioners, for the use of 
the public and for the purpose of establishing 
the city, the whole of their respective lands 
which were included within the lines of the 
city upon condition that, after retaining for the 
public the ground of the streets, and any num- 
ber of squares that the President might think 
proper for public improvements or other pub- 
lic uses, the lots should be equally divided 
between the public and the respective propri- 
etors. By this means the public obtained pos- 
session of more tlian ten thousand lots ; from 
which, in addition to a donation of one hun- 
dred and ninety-two thousand dollars from 
Virginia and Maryland, funds were to be 
raised to defray the expenses of the public 
buildings, and other necessary objects. 
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A French engineer, Major L'En&nt, was 
employed in 1791 to furnish a plan and lay 
out the city; but owing to some difierence be- 
tween him and the commissioners, he was 
soon dismissed, and Mr. EUicot, in 1792, was 
appointed. 

A plan for the capitol presented by Dr. 
William Thornton was approved by President 
Washington on the 2nd of April, 1792, but 
it was subsequently modified by Mr. O. Hal- 
let On the 18th of September, 1793, the 
corner stone of the north wing of the capitol 
was laid with masonic honors, when General 
Washington delirered an appropriate and im- 
pressive speech. The city was first occupied 
as the seat of the Federal Government in 
1800. 

The extent of the city is from northwest to 
southeast about four and a half miles, and 
from east to southwest about two miles and a 
half. The whole area of the city is three 
thousand and sixteen acres, and its circumfer- 
ence is fourteen miles. The positions for the 
public edifices are generally eligible and con- 
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venient The streets of the city run north and 
south, and east and west. These streets are 
erossed diagonally by spacious avenues, which 
bear the names of the different States as far as 
they reach, and are from one hundred and thirty 
to one hundred and sixty feet in width. ThdO 
other streets vary in width from seventy to a 
hundred feet, and are named numerically as 
they run from north to south, and alphabetical- 
ly when from east to west. Some of the ave- 
nues are planted with trees, and many open 
spaces and squares are preserved, and, with 
the very large reservation extending from the 
capitol to the river, will afibrd ample space 
for walks, and when properly laid out, cultiva* 
ted and adorned, will contribute essentially to 
the pleasures as well as health of the citizens. 
It is a historical &ct, that even as far back 
as 1663, more than a century before the Rev- 
lutionary war, the site of the city of Washing- 
ton was laid out-, and called Rome, A gentle- 
man by the name of Pope was the proprietor 
of the soil, and the Tiber ran through his tract 
The stream still flows at the foot of the Capm 
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itoline Hilly and has its ancient name of &me. 
Here, also; even when these names were not 
remarkable among the people of those days, 
and when they were not looked upon as pro- 
phetic, the Indians of many tribes congregated 
and deliberated in council. Here they regula- 
ted their wild government, made treaties, and 
declared war. The legend is true, and Gene- 
ral Washington, it is supposed, was aware of 
the fact 

How singularly, theni has this location be- 
come the seat of a great empire. There is a 
romance around every, even the most common 
incidents of life ; and here we find it. Here, 
where the name of Rome, the mighty mistress 
of a world dead but unforgotten, was a famil- 
iar word — where even the common tillers of 
the soil recognized its sound, and applied it to 
the mighty forest lands that then were here, 
when in going and returning to their daily 
work they crossed the Tiber — ^how strangely 
has it happened that here, an empire greater 
than the mother of empires herself, has been 
e8tabli8hed--*that on the land called Rome a 
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capitol is built, a senate house and a forum— 
that here a bridge spans the Tiber — that here 
is the mansion of a chief magistrate, and all 
the forms and more than the shadow of a vast 
republic 

Every one will peruse with interest the fol* 
lowing sketch of Washington as it was in 
1800, from the pen of the late Hon. John Cot- 
ton Smith, then a member of Congress from 
Connecticut : 

*' Our approach to the city was accompanied 
with sensations not easily described. One 
wing of the Capitol only had been erected, 
which, with the President's house, a mile dis- 
tant from it, both constructed with white sand- 
stone, were shining objects in dismal contrast 
with the scene around them. Instead of re- 
cognising the avenues and streets portrayed on 
the plan of the city, not one was visible, unless 
we except a road with two buildings on each 
side of it, called the New Jersey avenue. The 
Pennsylvania, leading, as laid down on paper, 
from the capitol to the presidential mansion, 
was then nearly the whole distance a deep 
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morass, covered with alder bashes, which were 
cut through the width of the intended avenue 
during the then ensuing winter. Between the 
President's house and Greorgetown a block of 
houses had been erected, which then bore, and 
may still bear, the name of the Six Buildings. 
There were also two other blocks, consisting 
of two or three dwelling houses, in difierent 
directions, and now and then an insulated 
wooden habitation ; the intervening spaces, 
and, indeed, the surface of the city generally, 
being covered with shrub-oak bushes on the 
higher grounds, and on the marshy soil either 
trees or some sort of shrubbery. Nor was the 
desolate aspect of the place a little augmented 
by a number of unfinished edifices at Green* 
leaf's Point, and on an eminence a short dis- 
tance from it, commenced by an individual 
whose name they bore, but the state of whose 
funds compelled him to abandon them, not only 
unfinished, but in a ruinous condition. There 
appeared to be but two really comfortable 
habitations in all respects within the bounds of 
the city, one of* which belonged to Dudley 
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Carroll, Esq., and the other to Notley Young, 
who were the former proprietors bf a large 
proportion of the land appropriated to the city, 
but who reserved for their own accommodation 
ground sufficient for gardens and other useful 
appurtenances. The roads in every direction 
were muddy and unimproved. A sidewalk 
was attempted in one instance by a covering 
fordied of the chips of the stones which had 
been hewed for the capitol. It extended but 
a little way, and was of little value; for in dry 
weather the sharp fragments cut our shoes and 
in wet weather covered them with white 
mortar. In short, it was a * new settlement.' 
The houses, with two or three exceptions, had 
been very recently erected, and the operation 
greatly hurried in view of the approaching 
transfer of the National Government. A 
laudable desire was manifested by what few 
citizens and residents there were, to render our 
condition 9s pleasant as circumstances would 
permit One of the blocks of buildings already 
mentioned was situated on the east side of what 
was intended for the capitol square, and, being 
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chiefly occupied by an extensive and well-kept 
hotel, accommodated a goodly number of the 
members. Notwithstanding the unfavorable as- 
pect which Washington presented on our arri- 
val, I cannot sufficiently express my admiration 
of its local position. From the capitol you have 
a distinct view of its fine undulating sur&ce, 
situated at the confluence of the Potomac and 
its eastern branch, the wide expanse of that 
majestic river to the bend at Mount Vernon, 
the cities of Alexandria and Georgetown, and 
the cuhivated fields and blue hills of Maryland 
and Virginia on either side of the river, the 
whole constituting a prospect of surpassing 
beauty and grandeur. The city has also the 
inestimable advantage of delightful water, in 
many instances flowing from copious springs, 
and always attainable by digging to a mode- 
rate depth ; to which may be added the singu- 
lar fact that such is the due admixture of loam 
and clay in the soil of a great portion of the 
city that a house may be built of brick made of 
the earth dug from the cellar ; hence it was 
not unusual to see the remains of a brick-kiln 
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near the newly erected dwelling house or other 
edifice. In short, when we consider not only 
these advantages, but what, in a national point 
of view, is of superior importance, the location 
on a fine navigable rrver, accessible to the 
whole maritime frontier of the tJnited States, 
^nd yet easily rendered defensible against 
foreign invasion ; and that, by the facilities of 
internal navigation and railways, it may be 
approached by the population of the Western 
States, and indeed of the whole nation, with 
less inconvenience than any other conceivable 
situation, we must acknowledge that its selec- 
tion by Washington as the permanent seat 
of the Federal Government affords a striking 
exhibition of the discernment, wisdom, and 
forecast which characterized that illustrious 
man. Under this impression, whenever, during 
the six years of my connexion with Congress, 
the question of removing the seat of Govern- 
ment to some other place was agitated— and 
the proposition was frequently made — I stood 
almost alone as a northern man in giving my 
vote in the negative." 
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The laws of Maryland and Virginia passed 
prior to 1802, very generally prevail in the 
jurisprudence of the District. 

The soil of Washington and its vicinity is 
not remarkably fertile, except along the margin 
of the streams, but is very capable of improve- 
ment, and the mildness of the climate favors a 
great variety of products. In addition to the 
great staple productions of wheat, Indian com, 
tobacco, and potatoes, both Irish and sweet, al- 
most every variety of vegetables and fruits, not 
excepting the vine, may be cultivated to per- 
fection. With these, few if any markets in 
the land, are more richly supplied than that of 
Washington. The climate of Washington, 
though sometimes sudden in its changes, is not 
surpassed in regard to salubrity by any in the 
Union, if in the world. 

Those who would duly estimate the beauty 
and magnificence of the Potomac River 
must ascend it, particularly from Georgetown 
to above Harper's Ferry, where takes place 
the junction of the Shanandoah with the main 
branch, rending asunder the Blue Ridge, 
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and leaving on either side the broken and 
shattered rocks of immense height, as menu* 
ments of the force that has separated them. 

The waters of this noble river are frequent- 
ed, particularly in the vicinity of Washington, 
by a great variety of the finest tbild fawl^ 
among which is the canvass-back ducfk, which 
feeds upon the VallisMria AmericaTia^ found 
abundant in the swamps bordering the Poto- 
mac. This fowl is justly considered the 
greatest luxury which can be placed upon our 
tables. Wilson represents it In the rich, juicy 
tenderness of its flesh, and its delicacy of flavor, 
as unrivalled by the whole of its tribe, and 
those of the Chesapeake and Potomac as supe- 
rior to all others, owing to the abundance of 
their fevorite food produced in those rivers. The 
&vorite region for ^he canvass back is between 
Grany Island, some twenty-five miles below 
Washington, and Analostan Island near 
Georgetown. The numbers have somewhat 
decreased of late in the neighborhood of Wash- 
ington, owing, doubtless, to the number of 
sharp shooters, who, in the winter and spring, 
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are constantly in pursuit of them. Formerly, 
these ducks were only shot from the shore ; 
but of late years large numbers have been 
killed by persons who approach them in small 
skills, with long guns of large calibre, and 
who kill great numbers by a single discharge. 
Among other varieties of water fowl may 
also be mentioned the swao, the wild goose, 
the red«head shovekr, the black head shoveler, 
tho duck and mallard, the black duck, the blue 
wing teal, and the widgeon. The swan fre- 
quents a section of the river about thirty miles 
below Washington. In the lower portions of 
the river wild geese are abundant. There 
is also found in the marshes along the 
Potomac a bird less than the snipe, called in 
Virginia the sora, and in Pennsylvania the 
rail, and sometimes, though improperly, in the 
middle States, the ortolan. It is seen but for a 
few weeks, arriving early in September, and 
departing in October. Its natural history is 
obscure, but it is much sought for by sports- 
men and constitutes a great delicacy. 

The shad and heiiing fisheries on the Poto- 
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mac are sources of wealth to their owners, 
and of great public benefit. Rock fish are 
excellent and abundant, 03rsters plenty and of 
the finest quality, and, to the taste of many, 
the sturgeon is worthy a place on the choicest 
table. 

Among the numerous Halls designed and 
adapted for public meetings, are Odd Fellows' 
Hall, on seventh street, between the General 
Post Office and Pennsylvania avenue ; Jackson 
Hall, on Penn. av., between 3 and 4^ streets ; 
Temperance Hall, on E st,bet. 9th and 10th; 
Apollo Hall, fronting Penn. av., bet 13 and 
13i sts.; Concert Hall, on Penn. av., bet. 6th 
and 7th sts. ; Carusi's Saloon, on the corner of 
G and lltk sts.; Washingfon Hall, on Penn- 
sylvania avenue, comer of 6th street ; and the 
Washington Assembly Rooms on Louisiana 
avenue, near the City Hail ; all of which are 
spacious and convenient edifices. 

The Ciiy Hall, after a handsome plan by 
George Hadfield, was commenced in 1820, 
but is in a very unfinished condition. It stands 
on Judiciary Square, at the north termination of 

>ft 
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four and a half street The circuit and crimi- 
nal courts hold their sessions in this halL In 
the eastern wing are the rooms of attorneys and 
the different officers connected with the court 
In the western wing are the offices of the mayor 
and corporation. A beautiful model of what this 
hall is to be when finished, adorned by porti- 
coes, pillars, and piazzas, is deposited in the 
western wing, and the design is that the whole 
edifice shall be stuccoed so as to resemble 
marble. The proposed length of the front is 
two hundred feet 

The City Post Office is in a convenient 
building on seventh street adjoining the Gene- 
ral Post Office. It is open daily, from eight 
A. M. to nine P. M., except when assorting 
the mail, and on Sunday, when it is open from 
eight to nine A. M., from twelve to one, and 
from eight to nine P. M. 

The Washington Asylum for the destitute 
is a large and convenient brick building, situa- 
ted near the Congressional burying ground, and 
surrounded by an ample garden cultivated by 
such of the inmates as are able to labor. It is 
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under the, management of a Board of Com- 
missioners. An intendant, matron, and other 
necessary agents are appointed by the Mayor 
and Board of Commissioners, who have adopt- 
ed judicious regulations for the conduct of the 
Institution. One hundred and ninety-six desti- 
titute and infirm persons were relieved in the 
asylum during the year ending June 30, 1847. 

A dtp HospUcU has recently been opened 
near the City Hall, under the care and attend- 
ed by the gratuitous services of the medical 
society, and the Mayor recommends that some 
aid be extended to it by the Corporation. 

The Jail of the city is a large brick build- 
ing of Gothic form, three stories high, colored 
to resemble stone, and is well adapted to its 
purpose. It is situated a little to the north of 
the City Hall 

The Orphan Asylum was erected nearly 
twenty years ago, on what is called Mauso- 
leum square, and was largely indebted for its 
existence to the generosity of the late admirable 
and truly christian lady Mrs. Van Ness. A 
society of benevolent ladies was formed in 1 8 15 
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for the purpose of giving protection and aid to 
orphans, and Mrs. Madison was appointed first 
directress. Mrs. Van Ness became her suc- 
cessor^ and for aeveral years devoted herself, 
with femarkable zeal and liberality, to the in- 
terests of those sheltered beneath the wings of 
this sociAy. The association was incorporated 
by act of Congress in 1 828« On the same 
square with the asylum stands an imposing 
mausoleum erected by General John P. Van 
Ness, in wiiicii are interred the remains of 
David Bur&s' family, and since, those of the 
&mily of General Van Ness, including those 
of his lamented daughter, Mrs. Middleton, and 
kis accomplished lady. This mausoleum is 
said to te a copy of the temple of Vesta at 
Booie. 

TIm St, Vineeni Asylum enjoys a very 
liberal patronage from the members of the 
Catholic church. 

The Marhtt Houses are four in number. 
The Centre Market, on Pennsylvania avenue, 
is probably not excelled in the abundance and 
quality of its supplies by any in the Union. 
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Hotels and Boarding Houses in Washing- 
ton are numerous and excellent Among them 
may be named the National Hotel (Coleman's), 
Gadsby's, the City Hotel, the United States, 
Fuller's, Tyler'fl, all on Pennsylvania avenue, 
and Beerfi^ Temperance Hotd on 3d street. 
Owing to -the great number of strangers who 
Tisit Washington during the sessions of £001- 
•gress, the demand for accommodations is great, 
and new and weU directed effoiia are annually 
made to supply it. Those who are best com- 
petent to judge on the subject, are of opinion, 
that the number of hotels at present is rather 
deficient than excessive, and it is probable that 
each successive year will witness a large aug- 
mentation in the number of persons who may 
resort to Washington for purposes of business, 
improvement, or pleasure. 

Public Schools, — These ape four in number. 
The salary of the principal teacher in each is 
eight hundred dollars, and they enjoy a high 
repstation, though it is to be regretted that 
they are not capable of giving accommodations 
to all the applicants. An additional nun^iber 
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of primary schools is demanded, and probably 
will soon be established. In these schools 
more than five hundred pupils have been in- 
structed during the last three years, and at 
the annual examinations, which have been 
thorough, they have exhibited a most com- 
mendable degree of improvement 

Many Schools and Seminaries fer the edu« 
cation of both sexes exist in different parts of 
the city, several of them of a high and well 
established character, where instruction in all 
the usual branches of knowledge can be ob- 
tained for a reasonable compensation. Public 
attention is strongly directed to these institu- 
tions, and perhaps in no other city are there to 
be found superior advantages of education, 
which are annually on the increase. There 
are also several excellent boarding schools. 

The Washingi^n Library is owned by an 
association of citizens, and was incorporated by 
Congress in 1814. The number of volumes 
belonging to this library is above six thousand, 
and many of the works are valuable, and em- 
» brace a great variety in the departments of let- 
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ters and science. Shareholders are entitled to 
take books from this library tinder certain re- 
strictions ; and a Board of Directors, who elect 
annually a president, treasurer, and librarian, 
manage the afiairs of the Institution. This 
library is open daily from three to six P. M., 
in a building owned by the company on eley'> 
enth street west, a few doors south of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue. 

From Taylor's Waverly Circulating Li" 
brary^ and Force's Juvenile Circulating Li' 
hrary^ many popular and instructive books are 
furnished to subscribers. 

Mr. Charles King's QMery of Paintings 
on twelfth street, near F, will be fotmd in a 
neat edi£ce erected for it by the excellent artist 
its proprietor, and is highly attractive, embra- 
cing in two apartments more than two htmdred 
and sixty paintings, among them portraits of 
distingished persons and a number of them 
works of great merit Mr. King has exhibit- 
ed much taste in the arrangement of his paint- 
ings, and many of them, the productions of his 
own pencil, are admirably executed. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 



WASHINGTON. 



Mr. Fendrich takes excellent portraits in 
crayon, and is a lithographer of great skill. 
Mr. Gibson has been much distinguished by 
one or two panoramas, and some paintings of 
high excellence. Miss Milligan has executed 
some very beautiful- pictures. Mr. William 
McLeody ayt>u&g landscape painter, has by the 
force of bis own genius risen to distinction! 
and several oi his prochictions give assurance 
that he witi soon^ be acknowledged to be 
eminent in his ehosen dSepartment of art 
Mr. /« Wilson cuts very beautiful cameo 
likenesses, and one of President PoK, is, for 
accuracy and finish, equal to amy thing of the 
kind that has been produced. Mr. William 
J, Stone has shown great ability in sculp- 
ture and intends to devote his life to the art 
Various accomplished artists generaM'y visit 
and reside in the city during the winter 
season. 

Mr. J. Montandon has constructed chro- 
nometers of extraordinary accuracy. Mr. 
Chauncey Warriiur is the inventor of the self- 
acting meteorological register, which includes 
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in one and the same instrument a chronometer, 
rain gauge, tide measurer, thermometer, bar- 
ometer, and a contrivance to measure and 
mark the velocity of the wind. This map 
chine registers its own operations and is very 
ingenious. Mr. Warriner is at present occu« 
pied in making improvements in the machines 
for the telegraph company, and has shown 
remarkable mechanical powers. Mr. Thomas 
Lamb has produced many excellent specimens 
of fine cutlery, and his razors are unsurpassed 
by those of any manufacturer, either in this 
country or in Europe. 

Mr. Frederick Russel, a citizen of Washing- 
ton, has devoted much time and thought to the 
construction of an instrument designed to illus- 
trate the various motions of the heavenly bodies. 
He has given to this instrument the name of 
the Uranoscope, and the following description 
of its movements and uses has been published: 

'*The Urana8c6pe is in the form of a sphere« 
of more than five feet in diameter, composed 
of metal rods or bars, so arranged as to repre- 
sent all tl^e meridians, parallels of latitude, and 
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primary circles usually marked on artificial 
globes. If the room in which the instrument 
is shown have a vaulted ceiling, and all other 
light be excluded from it, except that which 
comes from a lamp fixed in the centre of the 
globe, the exhibition of the various planetary 
phenomena will be beautifully distinct and per- 
fect The meridians and circles will make de- 
fined shadows on the &ce of the vault, while the 
sun, moon, stars, and planets of various magni- 
tudes will, on the contrary, cast upon it their 
radiant reflection. A transparent covering^ 
upon which are painted several hundred stars 
and the figures of the constellations, may be 
thrown over the globe at pleasure, and thus the 
vaulted ceiling becomes at once a perfect rep- 
resentation of the celestial hemisphere. By 
means of the machinery, its natural motion is 
given to the earth, and all the phenomena of 
the rising and setting of the heavenly bodies 
are brought before the beholder. Every object 
is seen in its appropriate place ; and by ehang* 
ing the machinery, which consists of many 
varieties, to be substituted at pleasure, a better 
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iliastration than it is possible to give in words, 
is shown of the precession of the equinoxes^ 
the equation of time, the eccentricities of the 
comet, and many other phenomena which no 
other instrument could adequately explain. 
Besides the phenomena already mentioned, it 
may be used to illustrate the aspect of the hea* 
Tens as seen from the earth in every latitude; 
the apparent annual course of the sun through 
the signs of the zodiac; the moon through her 
monthly course ; her retrogade motion of nodes, 
and what are called harvest moons ; eclipses 
in all their varieties; acceleration of the stars; 
eomets in every form of ellipse ; the revolution 
of the double stars ; and, indeed, a very full 
and accurate view of the various changes in 
the heavens." It is hoped that the Smith- 
sonian Institution or some seminary of science 
may enable Mr. Russel to construct his instru- 
ment on an ample scale and to show all its 
advantages. 
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BURIAL GROUNDS. 

G^ievmUoDf pus wbile wdmt trees ttancUuid old fkmifiet iMt 
not three oaks. Oblirion it notto^be hired. The greater part 
most be content to be as though they had not been ; to be found 
in the register of God, not in the record of man. Twenty-seven 
names make up the first sto'iy before the flood, and the «eoord«d 
names ever since contain not one living century.— Sir Thowuu 
Browne, 

In the vicinity of the city are several neat 
and convenient eemetries. Holmead's Burial 
Ground, situated at the northern extremity ^ 
twentieth street, a little east of Rook Creek, is 
a quiet attractive spot, where grief may wan- 
der unmolested, and sad afiection gather solace 
from the^kindly aspect and gentle ministeriesof 
nature. 

The National or Congressional Buriat 
Ground, is more imposing. This spot was se^ 
lected in the year 1807 by a few of the citizens 
of Washington, axMl subsequently was plaeed 
under the direction of the vestry of Christ 
Church, an incorporated body. This ecraetcry 
is situated more than a mile east of the oapitol, 
embraces about ten acres, commands an exten- 
sive view of the country, is well enclosed with 
a brick wall, laid out with taste, and adorned 
with many shrubs and trees and impressive 
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and beautiful moaumentB. In addition to sev* 
0ral private vaults, is one spacious and well 
construcfedr enclosed by a neat iron railing, 
built at the expense and hj orcfer of Congresst 
as a place of deposit for the cfead whose re- 
mains it may be the purpose of friends subse- 
quently to remove. Measures have been 
adopt^ to enlarge this cemetery, and some 
twenty acres additional will soon be brought 
wi^in its limits. It is hoped that the entire en- 
closure may contain not less than fiAy acres, 
and that the whole area may be planted and 
adorned with the good taste and judgment 
which r^der the cemeteries of Mount Auburn 
and Greenwood 80 inviting to pensive minds. 
. *' Tis too late" say$ a venerable old author 
*^ tx> be ambitious. The great mutations of the 
world are 9cted, or time may be too short for 
our ded^s. To extend out memories by 
anonum^ts, whose death we daily pray for, 
and whose dui)%tion we cannot hope, without 
jn^ry to our expectations in the advent of the 
iak day, wiere a contradiction to our belie£ 
We whose generations are ordained in the set- 
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tlog part of time are providentially broken off 
from such imaginations, and, being necessitated 
to eye the remaining particle of futurity, are 
naturally constituted unto thoughts of the next 
world, and cannot excusably decline the con- 
sideration of that duration which maketh pyra* 
mids pillars of snow and all that is past a 
monument." But human affections are 
stronger than argument, and will be found 
rearing monuments until old Time himself is 
entombed among the ruins of the unirerse. 

Two of the most imposing and expensive 
monuments in this cemetery are those erected 
to the memories of Greorge Olinton, by his 
children, and to Elbridge Gerry, by order of 
Congress. These are in the northeast corner. 
In the southwest corner are several handsome, 
and some of them recently erected, monuments. 
Among them is a fine marble shaft standing 
upon a square pedestal reared by Congress to 
the memory of Major General Jacob Brown, 
bom in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, May 
5th, 1775, died 24th February, 1828. " By 
birth, by education, by principle, devoted to 
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peace. In defence of his country and in vin-* 
dication of her rights, a warrior. To her he 
dedicated his life; wounds received in her 
cause abridged his days." Here also stands 
an imposing marble monument, erected by 
the officers of the medical staff to the memory 
of Joseph Lovel, M. D., for many years 
Surgeon General in the army of the United 
States, born in 1788, died in 1836. A pyra- 
midal monument, erected by his &ther, Com* 
modore Rogers, is inscribed to midshipman 
Rogers, who was drowned at the early age of 
seventeen, while engaged in noble efforts to 
save the lives of two of his companions, mid** 
shipman Slideli and Harrison, who perished 
with him in 1828. A single marble menu* 
ment is dedicated to the memories of Abel 
Parker Upshur and Commodore Beverly 
Kennon, bearing the following inscription: 
'* The lamented men who lie together beneath 
this stone were united by the ties of frietidship, 
which commenced in youth and experienced 
no interruption till the awful moment when 
the lives of both were terminated by the ez- 
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plosion of the great gun of the Princeton 
frigate : United in life, in death they were not 
divided.^ A very fine white marble monu- 
ment, made to represent exactly the mast of 
a ship violently broken off, is reared to the 
memory of the late George Mifflin Bache, of 
the brig Washington, and his associates who 
perished with him in the hurricane of Septem- 
ber 3, 1846. " The gulf stream which 4hey 
were engaged in exploring has received their 
bodies; this monument has been erected to 
their memory by their shipmates who shared 
their perils but escaped thear fate:" One of 
the most beautiful and touching menaorials of 
affection is a marble monument reared to com- 
memorate the virtues of Captain BurdeU Ash- 
ton Terrett, United States dragoons, who died 
at Fort Scott, Missouri, March 17, 1845. It 
bears on one side, ^* my husband," and a brief 
tribute concluding ** and thy memory to me 
what the dew is to the rose ;" on the other, 
" Our boy: Died at Fort Scott, Missouri, 
March 15, 1845, James Blud worth Terrett, 
aged one month : Suffer little children to come 
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imto me and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of Heaven." Among the other 
monuments of striking interest and chaste and 
beautiful design, may be m^itioned one erect- 
ed by Peter Von Schmidt to " Mariana," his 
wife, a native of jComrland, in Russia ; one of 
marble and granite, inscribed to 1 Mary Ann/' 
and se^reral children «f Charles Coltman; 
one of very fine proportions sacred to '* Eliza, 
wife of G. C. Grammerf a granite one to 
the late Judge Thurston ; oae to Judge Pendle- 
ton Barbour, adorned by many shrubs and 
flowers ; and one x^f peculiar simplicity and 
elegance dedicated to "our father,^' by the 
children of Peter Lenox. 

Here in this secluded spot, this abode of 
silence, rest the resuuns of many members of 
Congress, and over the grave of each is erected 
a plain sandstone monumexirt, painted white, 
and marked with the name of the deceased, 
also specifying the State from which he came, 
and the time of his death. We paused a 
moment as we read the names of Pinck- 
ney and of Lowndes, whose ekiquent voices 
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had 80 often enchained their audiences with 
delight and admi];fition. The Roman poet 
would have inscribed over these great men, 
Palma nohUis terrarum Dominos evehit ad 
Deos; but perhaps the reflection of Job is 
more becoming this house apppinted for all 
the living: <*He leadeth princes away spoiled 
and overthroweth the mighty/' Let our 
statesmen^ amid the excitements of public life 
seek occasional retirement from the capitol, to 
meditate among the shaded walks of this ceme- 
tery, and these thickening emblems of mortality, 
that, in the deep silence and amid the graves 
of the dead, they may learn wisdom. Within 
view of the dome of the capitol, they will call 
to mind the lines of nature's great poet-— 

** Like the baseless fabric of this vision, 
The cloud-oappM towers, the gorgeous palaces. 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself. 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve, 
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded, 
Leave not a rack behind.** 
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CAPITOL. 



The Capitol of the United States stands on 
an eminence about a mile east of the PotomaC| 
commanding a full view of the cities of Wash* 
iagton/ Georgetown, and Alexandria, and the 
varied and fore8t>-clad hills in Maryland and 
^Virginia. This building was commenced in 
1793. The dimensions are as follows: The 
enclosure within the iron railing contains thirty 
acres ; length of foot- walk outside of railing 
a little upwards of one mile ; extent of building, 
one acre and a half, and eighteen hundred and 
twenty feet ; length of front, 352J- feet ; depth 
of wing, 121 J; east projection and steps, 65 ; 
west projection and steps, 83; height of 
wings to top of balustrade, 70 ; height to top 
of centre dome, 145; length of Senate cham- 
ber, 74; height of Senate chamber, 42; 
length of Representatives' room, 95 ; height 
of Representatives' room, 60 ; height of great 
central rotundo to the commencement of the 
small curve, 96; to the skylight, 122^; 
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diameter of great central Rotundo, 96. The 
cost of the Capilol was nearly two millions of 
dollars. The boiidiog is surrounded by a 
balustrade of stone, and -covered with >a lofty 
dome in the centre, and a flat dome on each 
wing. 

The exterior presents a rusticated base* 
ment of the height of the first story; the 
two other stories are comprised in a Corinthian 
elevation of pilasters and columns. The co- 
lumns are thirty feet in height, and compose 
a porlico «n the eastern front of one hundred 
and sixty feet in extent, the centre of which is 
crowned by a tympanum, embellished with a 
group of statuary, the composition of John 
Quincy Adams, then President of .the United 
States, offered by him after forty designs had 
been rejected. The Genius of Americat a 
a colossal figure, holds in her right hand an 
ova4 shield, resting lightly on a lUender altar, 
on the front of which is an oaken wreath in 
has relief with the Avords "July 4, 1776," with- 
in it. A spear rests behind, a star {surmounts 
her head, which is turned towards the figure of 
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Hope^ who gazes with smiling animalion, and^ 
while her left arm reste on an anchor, liAs her 
right in exultation, and as though anticipating 
the glory of the republic. The genius points 
with one hand to her shield and spear, and with 
the other to Justice having in her hand the con- 
stitution of the United States. Justice, with 
eyes raised towards heaven, holds in her right 
hand the constitution, and in her left the scales 
emblematical of her office ; and she has neither 
bandage nor sword, showing that with us jus- 
tice is clear-sighted respecting the rights of all. 
The moral is that America will regard only 
public rights and the preservation of the con- 
stitution. An eagle, finished with great beauty, 
is at the feet of the genius, its head is raised 
and its wings partly expanded, as if ready to 
fly at her command. This group was executed 
by Persico. 

On the southern abutment of the grand steps 
is Persico -s group, the DisM7>ery of America, 
It consists of two marble figures — Columbus, 
having landed for the first time upon the shores 
of America, and an Indian female startled a^ 
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the appearance of a stranger of an unknown 
raee. The group well represents the char- 
acter of Columbus, the contrast between the 
European and the Indian, and the triumph of 
science and perseverance in the discorer j of a 
new world ] while it but too clearly foreshad- 
ows the fiiding away of the red men before the 
&ce of the whites. The armor upon the stat- 
ue of Columbus is said to be accurate to a rrvet, 
haying been copied from a suit in the palace of 
the descendants of the discoverer at Genoa. 
Persico was employed five years upon this 
group. 

On the north side of the great entrance door 
from the Portico to the Rotundo, stands the 
statue of War, also by Persico. It is made of 
Carrara marble, and is about nine feet high. 
War is represented in the costume of an an- 
cient warrior. His hehnet presses upon his 
brow, and his breast is covered with the iron 
corslet He leans with his right hand upon 
his shield, and with his left brings his sword up 
to his heart, across which it lies in readiness 
for combat His eyes are lowering with an- 
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ger» and liis whole attkade indicates a ronaed 
and excited temper. There is, boweTer.nothing 
fierce in the expression. A manly sense of 
power and right, and cahn indignation, seem to 
pervade the figure. The finish given to this 
statue is very high. 

On the other side of the door stands the 
beatific figure of Pea<;«. The maiden, clothed 
in a simple garb, is in the act of extending the 
olive branch to her warlike brother. A smile 
of calm and sublime repose hovers about her 
eyes, and her attitude is one of simple and 
guileless innocence. 

Entering the Rotundo the beholder is struck 
by its extent, height, and beautiful proportions. 
The panels of this magnificent circular hall 
are appropriated to paintings and to bass-re- 
liefs of historical subjects. 

Four of the panels of the Rotundo are occu- 
pied by TrumbulPs great Historical Paintings, 
which merit more than a passing notice. 
Colonel Trumbull, the artist, a son of the 
first Governor Trumbull, of Lebanon, Con- 
necticut, was one of the aidsnle-camp of Crene- 
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ral Washington in the first year of the levo* 
lution, and in 1776 was deputy adjutant gene- 
ral of the northern department under General 
Gates. Shortly afler the reyolution he de- 
voted himself <to the-study of the art of paint- 
ing, first in this country, and afterwards in 
Europe. In 1786 he produced in London 
his great historical picture of the hattle of 
Bunker's Hill. He communicated at that 
time to our minister in London, Mr. John 
Adams, and Mr. Jefierson in Paris, his purpose 
of executing several pictures commemorative 
of some of the principal events of the revolu- 
tion. 

In 1789 Colonel Trumbull returned to the 
United States, and having obtained the portraits 
of General Washington, and several other dis- 
tinguished men then in New York, he subse- 
quently visited many parts of the country to 
collect others; but it was not until 1816, that 
Congress by resolution authorized the execu- 
tion of the four paintings which now, from his 
pencil, adorn the capitol, and will transmit to 
coming generations a vivid and correct view 
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of the patriots whose valor a.ni wisdom secured 
independence to the United States. 

Declaration of Independence. — The artist 
spared neither labor nor expense to present 
correct likenesses of the great men who gave 
this immortal instrument to the world. The 
costume 6f the time is carefully preserved-; 
the room is copied from that in which Con- 
gress then held their sessions, though the back- 
ground is embellished with some military tro- 
phies, and the entire scene is one of the most 
impressive that can be imagined. 

Surrender of Burgoyne^ llth October, 
nil, — This painting represents General Bur- 
goyne, attended by General Phillips, and fol- 
lowed by other officers, drawing iiear ^the 
marquee of General Gates. General Grates 
has advanced a few steps from the entrance to 
meet his prisoner, who, with General Phillips, 
has dismounted, and is in the act of offering 
his sword, which General Gates declines to re- 
ceive, and invites them to enter and partake of 
refreshments. Fish Creek and the North river 
are seen in the distance, and troops crossing 
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the meadows, and officers on horseback pre* 
cede the head of the column and follow the 
dismonnted Generals. 

Surrender of Lord Cornwallis at York* 
iown, October 19, 1781. — Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered to the combined forces of Ameri- 
ca and France, and the honor of marching out 
of town, which had been refused to General 
Lincoln, when he surrendered during the pre- 
ceding campaign at Charleston, was denied 
him. The British troops marched out between 
the lines of the American and French troops 
to a place appoitited, grounded and left their 
arms, and returned unarmed to town. "The 
painting represents the moment when the 
principal officers of the British army, con- 
ducted by General Lincoln, are passing the 
two groups of American and French Gene- 
rals, and entering between the two lines of the 
victors. By this means the principal officers 
of the three nations are brought near together, 
so as to admit of distinct portraits. The por- 
traits of the French officers were obtained in 
Paris in 1787, and were painted from living 
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men in the house of Mr. Jeflferson, then min* 
ister to France." 

Resignation ef Qentral Washington at 
Annapolis, Dectmhtr 23, 1783.— After bidding 
farewell to his old comrades in the war, Qen* 
eral Washington hastened to Annapolis and 
there resigned his commission to Congress. 
The Maryland Gazette, in allusion to the res- 
ignation by General Washington, remarked; 
♦*Here we must let fall the scene — ^few trage- 
dies ever drew more tears from so many beau- 
tiful eyes, as were afiected by the moving man- 
ner in which his Excellency took his final leave 
of Congress. After which he immediately 
set out for Virginia, accompanied to South 
river, by his excellency our Gfovernor, with 
the warmest wishes of the city for his repose, 
health, and happiness. Long may he enjoy 
them." 

Besides Trumbull's four paintings are three 
others, leaving still one vacant panel. 

Baptism of Pocahontas, — This picture is 
by Mr. J. G. Chapman, and represents a beau- 
tiful incident in the life of one whose histinry 
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will ever be interesting to Americans, and who 
is said to have been the first convert to the 
christian £Eiith from the Indians of North 
America. '* Pocahontas is kneeling on the 
steps of the rude baptismal font, in an attitude 
of deep humility and devotion ; her dress is 
pure white, with a snowy mantle of swan's 
skin, tipped with plumage, just falling from 
her shoulders. Her hair flows negligently 
over her neck and back, and her features and 
complexion are those of the Indian, though 
less beautiful than she is said to have been in 
life." A beautiful portrait of her is preserved 
in Colonel M'Kenney's work on the Indians. 
The chapel in which the scene occurs is copied 
from one of the earliest rustic churches. Po- 
cahontas was well instructed in Christianity, 
and Smith relates, that "after her baptism 
she never had a desire to live with her father 
or his people, who would by no means turn 
from their idolatry, that thereby they might 
confess the true faith, which she embraced 
with all her heart, from that time mourning 
her former blindness and imbeciliity. Her 
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poor dear &ther, she said, although at times, 
he was not angry with her, yet would by no 
means give up aa idolatrous religion to which 
he had been so long used." 

Embarkation of tht Pilgrims, — This pic*- 
•ture, by Weir, represents a scene of pathetic 
interest, when the pilgrim fathers of New^ 
England have just embarked from a port of 
Holland on their high oBterprize, and the 
venerable Robinson is commending them to 
Heaven, when about to spread their saik for 
the new world. Religion is the presiding 
spirit of the scene, though Standish kneels like 
a soldier, and the whole company seem of 
those whose fear of God has expelled all other 
4ear. One is reminded of the fine lines by 
Mrs. Hemans — 

Not as the conqueror oomei, 
They, the trae hearted, came; 

Not with the roll of the stirrlog drumi. 
And the trumpet that ilngs pf faniej 

Not as the flying comp, 

In silence and in fear ; 
They shook the depths of the desert ffloom. 

With their hymms of lofty cheer. 
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The Landing of Columbus in tht New 
World, — This picture is by Vanderlyn, and, 
chough difierent opinions have been expressed 
of its merits, all must be struck with the teso* 
lution and devotion blended ia the aspect of 
Columbus, as he bears the standard of civiliza*- 
tion, and points the sword o€ authority towards 
the earth, dedicating, with uplifted eye towards 
heaven, the new world to the Divine Author 
of Christianity. 

Over each of the four entrances (o the Ro- 
tundo is sculptured, in a panel, a scene from 
American history. Over the northern door 
leading to the Senate Chamber, is a represen- 
tation of William Penn, under a spreading 
elm, engaged in making a treaty with the 
Indians. This work is by Gezelot, a French- 
man. 

On the panel over the southern door, leading 
to the Hall of the House of Representatives, is 
Daniel Boone, the hero and pioneer of Ken- 
tucky, engaged in conflict with the Indians. 
The figures are of colossal size. Boone's as- 
pect is calm and intrepid ; the face of the In* 
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dian in combat, ferocious ; and at the fleet of the 
warriors is the form of a dead Indian, which is 
thought admirably to express the proud spirit 
of a fallen savage, unsubdued even in death* 
This is by Causici. Some years ago, a band 
of Winnebagos came through the Rotundo. 
They were all noble looking fellows, dressed 
in their own barbaric uniform. Their faces 
were painted of various colors, and in their 
belts were their scalping knives and toma* 
hawks, and over their backs their long iron 
looking bows and arrows. As they were 
passing through the Rotundo, their p.ttention 
Tras arrested by this group of statuary-^Boone 
killing the Indian. They formed a semi*circle» 
and the head man stepped forward and stood 
before the rest. They looked intently for 
some moments, scrutinizing and recognizing 
every part of the scene, and suddenly, as of one 
impulse, they raised their dreadful war-cry 
and ran hurriedly from the hall. 
. Over the eastern door is represented the 
landing of the Pilgrim Fathers upon the rock 
Qf Plymouth. The boat has just touched the 
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foot of the rock, and in the prow is a Pilgrim 
in the act of landing. His little 8on seems to 
caution him ere he Tentures among the savages. 
But the mother, with her eyes elerated to 
Heaven, places her trust there, and restrains 
the boj. Seated on the rock is an Indian, 
holding ro his hand an ear of com, as an em- 
blem of friendship. The conception of this 
work is noble — how could it be otherwise, 
commemorating one of the sublimest incidents 
in the annals of mankind 1 

In a panel over the western door of the Ro- 
tundo, id the rescue of Captain Smith from the 
Indians, by the Indian Princess Pocahontas, 
executed by Cappalano. 

The Hall of the Representatives is in the 
second story oi the south wing, and is of the 
form of the ancient Grecian theatre. The 
chord of the largest dimension is ninety-six 
feet. The height to the highest point of the 
ceiling of the dome is sixty feet. This room is 
surrounded by twenty-four columns of varie- 
gated marble, from the banks of the Potomac, 
with capitals of white Italian marble, carved, 
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by Andrei, after the CoriDthian order still re- 
maining among the ruins of Athens. The 
dome is rich and grand, similar to the Pan- 
theon of Rome, nad executed by a young 
Italian artist, Bonani, now dead. Light is ad- 
mitted through a cupola over the centre of the 
doma The Speaker's chair is elevated above 
the floor, and canopied ; above it, and under an 
arch, is a statue of Liberty, by Causici ; and 
on the entablature beneath is an American 
eagle, copied from nature by an Italian artist, 
Valaperte, who has left but this one specimen 
of his talent in this country. 

In front of the Speaker's chair and imme- 
diately over the entrance to the hall, is a mar- 
ble statue of History recording the events of 
the nation. She is standing on a winged car, 
traversed by the fiigns of the zodiac, the wheel 
of the car composed of a clock. The whole 
is of beautiful structure and design. It was 
executed by lardella, an Italian. 

On one side of the recess is a portrait of La- 
fayette, executed in full length by a French 
artist, and said to be an admirable likeness of 
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the illustrious FreQchman. Opposite, to this, 
to correspond, is a portrait of WashiDgton^ 
painted by Vanderlyn. 

Between the columns at their base, are so&t 
placed for persons admitted by rul€ and pririh 
lege to the floor of the House; while in the 
area sit the members at mahogany, desks. 

The northern door of the Rotundo leads in^ 
to the vestibule of thie Senate Chamber. Thia 
chamber is adorned by a screen of Ionic col* 
nmns, after those of the temple of Minerva 
Polias. These columns support the gallery 
to the east, and a new gallery of iron pillars 
and railings prop it from the semi*circular 
wall to the west, and support a gallery for the 
use of ladies. The chair of the president is a 
canopied elevation under the eastern gallery and 
overlooks the floor of the Senate. In the areai 
the Senators sit in a semi-circular form, each 
at his mahogany desk. Over the Presidents 
chair is an admirable portrait of Washington, 
by Charles Wilson Peale. 

In the basement of the north wing is the 
Supreme Court Room of the United States. 
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The Library Room is constructed with 
great taste and beauty, is ninety-two feet in 
length, thirty-four in width, and thirty-six in 
height, having alcoves over which are two 
galleries extending throughout the apartment 
The roon^ is handsomely ornamented, and 
light is admitted both from ample windows and 
from three skylights above. The architect (rf 
this room was Mr. 6. Bulfinch. There is a 
pleasant retired apartment on the north, suita- 
ble for persoiHi who may desire a quiet place 
for writing or study. Mr. Jefferson's libraryt 
embracing about seven thousand volumes, was 
purchased in 1815, for •23/)00, and the whole 
number of volumes, which have been selected 
vn\h care, is near forty thousand. Mr. George 
Watterston was appointed Librarian in 1816; 
the present librarian, Mr. Meehan, was ap* 
pointed in 1829. A small annual appropria* 
tion is^nade by Congress for the increase of 
this library, and purchases are made under the 
Erection of a joint committee of both houses. 
The books are well arranged, and every atten- 
tion it paid to those who may desire to avail 
themselves of its advantages. 
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The library is open daily, Sundays excepted, 
daring the session of Congress^ from nine to 
three, and from five to seven P. M., and in the 
absence of Ck)ngress on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, during the same hours. The 
privilege of taking books from the library is 
restricted to members of Congress, and officers 
of the general government. 

NAVAL MONUMENT. 

Near the western entrance to the Capitol 
stands the Monument erected by the officers of 
the Navy to the memory of their brother offi- 
cers who fell in the war with Tripoli. It stood 
originally at the Navy Yard, but was removed 
a few years since to the Capitol grounds. It is 
of marble, and about forty feet high. On one 
side of the base is a view of Tripoli and the 
American fleet ; on another, the words **To the 
memory of Sommers, Caldwell, Decatur, 
Wodsworth, Dorsey, Israel ;'' and on another, 
their epitaph — ^a brief, but comprehensive and 
eloquent history. At the base of the column 
are four marble emblematic figures, Mercury, 
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Fame, Hii$tory« aa4 America, The columa 
has appropriate embeUishoi^^, aad is sur- 
flpu>wted by an eagle. 

CAPITOL GROUNDS. 

The grounds around the Capitol, as well as 
around the President's House, have recently 
been pJanted and adorned with taste, and 
aSbtd, in the mild arsons of the year, inviting 
and shady waUcs, much frequented by citizens 
and strangers. Much yet remains to be done, 
and each successive year reveals some new im- 
provement; and when the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion shall be completed and its gardens brought 
under cultivation, when the grounds around 
the Observatory shall be properly laid out, and 
enriched with flowers and shrubbery, and es- 
pecially when the entire extended mall which 
opens from the Capitol to the Potomac, shall 
exhibit noble elms, sycamore, oak and other 
trees, beneath the shade of which may gather 
the meditative, the young, and the beautiful, 
where our statesman may wander and refresh 
themselves when weary of political cares and 
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incessant agitations, our scholars gain strength 
for their quiet labors, and visiters from remote 
states and distant countries contemplate with 
admiration the opening eridences that here in 
a city bearing the immortal name of Washing- 
ton, att, science, and liberty dwell in peaceful 
communion, their lights blending, as reflected 
from numerous imposing monuments, and min- 
gling with those more soft and cheering from 
the more varied scenery of nature. 
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PRESIDENT'S HOUSE. 

Strangers in the Metropolis visit with ea* 
ger curiosity, as one of the first objects of in* 
terest, the Pre ident's> mansion. It is situated 
in the western part of the city, on a plat of 
ground of twenty acres, forty-four feet above 
high water. It has a southern and northern 
front, the southern commanding a lovely view 
of the Potomac. On both fronts the grounds 
are laid out with taste, and planted with for* 
est trees and shrubbery. The walks are of 
gravel, broad and delightful. The mansion is 
of two stories, one hundred and seventy feet 
front, and eighty-six feet deep, and is built of 
white free stone, with Ionic pilasters. The 
northern front is ornamented with a lofly por* 
tico of four Ionic columns in front, and project- 
ing with three columns* Beneath this portico 
drive the carriages of visiters. 

Immediately opposite the frontdoor, acrofti a 
large open vestibule or hall, is the Reception 
Room. The paper of this room is very bean* 
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tifal, of a pearl white, with a small gilt figure. 
The carpet is said to be of American manu- 
facture in imitation of Brussels. The ground 
is of fawn color ^ith figures of baskets of 
flowers, and the centre table is of fine white 
marble. The pier table has a white marble 
top on a, handsome gilt frame. The sofas and 
chairs of this room have gilt frames, and are 
covered with blue and white damask ; the 
curtains are of the sanle material, lined with 
delicate flesh colored silk. Two large mirrors 
stand opposite to each other, and a large chan- 
delier, with many lights, is suspended from the 
ceiling, and in the evening gives a peculiar 
splendor by its reflection. Communicating with 
the Reception Room is a large square room 
known now as the Green Room, of thirty by 
twenty-two feet. The sofa and chairs have 
gilt frames and covered with green and white 
damask, and the curtains are of the same ma- 
terial. Two large mirrors and a marble pier 
table adorn this room, the floor being covered 
with a dark Wilton carpet, and the chandelier 
having twenty lights. 
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We now enter the celebrated East Room, 
which in extent is eighty feet long by forty 
wide, and twenty-two in height. There are 
four mantles of black marble, with Italian 
black and gold fronts, and handsome grates; 
each mantel is surmounted with a French 
mirror, the plates of which measure one hun- 
dred by fifty-eight inches, framed in a very 
beautiful style; two rich French vases adorn 
each mantel piece ; four other large mirrors, 
two at each end of the room reflect the rays 
from three large chandeliers with twenty- 
seven lights each, and beneath each of the 
chandeliers is a beautiful table of marble set in 
mahogany; four pier tables correspond in style 
to the centre tables, all standing on bronze feet. 
The curtains are of heavy crimson damask, 
surrounded by rich gilt cornices ; the chairs 
and sofas are of mahogany, covered with 
rich worsted, woven to represent flowers, in a 
great variety of colors ; the carpet, of Ameri* 
can manu&cture, was prepared expressly for 
this room, and is of a brown, crimson, and 
orange color, with the figure of an eagle. 
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Tike feUowiig extirsets from letters wrkten 
by Mrs. Adams, the lady of the first President 
of that name, throw much light upon the con- 
dition of diis house, and also of this city, as 
they were in 1800. 

MRS. ABIGAIL ADAMS TO MES. SMITH. 

WASHjxrGTON, November 21, 1800. ' 
in the city are btiildii^s enough, if they were 
compact and finished, to accommodate Con*> 
gress and those attached to it ; but as they are, 
I see no great comfort for them. The river, 
which runs up to Aleiandria, is in full view of 
my window and I see the vessels as they pass 
and repass. The hoiiise is upon a grand and 
superb scale, requiring about thirty servants to 
attend and keep the apartments in proper order, 
and perform the ordinary business of the house 
and stables ; an establishment very well pro- 
portioned to the President's salaryj The lightn- 
ing the apartments, from the kitchen to the par* 
lors and chambers, is a tax indeed ; and the fires 
weare obliged to keep, to secure us from daily 
agues, is another very cheering comfort Td 
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sist us in this great castle, and render less attend- 
ance necessary, bells are wholly wanting, not 
one single one being hang through the whole 
house, and promises are all you can obtain. 
This is so great an inconvenience, that I know 
not what to do or how to do. The ladies from 
Georgetown and in the city have many of 
them visited me. Yesterday I returned fif- 
teen visits ; but such a place as Georgetown ap- 
pears-— why, our Milton is beautiful. But no 
comparisons; — ^if they will put me up some 
bells, and let me have wood enough to keep 
fires, I design to be pleased. I could content 
myself almost any where three months ; but 
surrounded with forests can you believe that 
wood is not to be had, because people cannot 
be found to cut and cart it! Briesier entered 
into a contract with a man to supply him with 
wood. A small part, a few cords only, has he 
been able to get Most of that was expended 
to dry the walls of the house before we came in, 
and yesterday the man told him it was impos- 
sible for him to procure it to be cut and carted. 
He has had recourse to coals ; but we cannot get 
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grates made and set. We have indeed come 
into a new country. 

You must keep this to yourself, and, when 
asked how I like it, say that I write you the 
situation is beautiful, which is true. The house 
is made habitable, but there is not a single ap- 
artment finished, and all withinside, except the 
plastering, has been done since Briesler came. 
We have not the least fence, or yard, or other 
convenience without ; and the great unfinished 
audience room I make a drying room of, to 
to hang up the clothes in. The principal stairs 
are not up, and will not be this winter. Six 
chambers are made comfortable ; two are oc- 
cupied by the President and Mr. Shaw ; two 
lower rooms, one for a common parlor, and 
one for a levee room. Up stairs there is the 
oval room, which is designed for the drawing 
room and has the crimson furniture in it. It 
is a very handsome room now; but when 
completed, it will be beautiful. If the twelve 
years, in which this place has been considered 
as the future seat of government, had been im- 
proved, as they would have been if in New 
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England, very many of the inconvenioices 
would have been removed. It is a beautfnl 
spot, capable of every improvemoat, and the 
more I view it the more I am delighted with 
it. 

MRS. ADAMS TO MRS. SMITH. 

WAsamoTON, Novetkber 31, 1800. 
• • • Two articles we are much distressed 
for ; one is bells, but the more important one 
is wood. Yet you cannot see for trees. No 
arrangement has been made yet, but promises 
never performed, to supply the new comers 
with fuel. Of the promises, Briesler had re- 
ceived his full share. He had procured nine 
cords of wood ; between six and seven of that 
was kindly burnt up to dry the walls of the 
house, which ought to have been done by the 
commissioners, but which, if left to them, would 
have remained undone to this day. Congress 
poured in, but shiver, shiver. No woodcutters 
or carters to be had at any rate. We are now 
indebted to a Pennsylvania wagon to bring us, 
through the first clerk in the Treasury office, 
one cord and a half of wood, which is all we 
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liftYe fbr this house, where twelve fire^ aid 
tonstantly required, and where, we are toU, the 
twlda will toon be bo bad that it cannot be 
drawn. Briesler procured twb hundred bush- 
els of coals, or we must have suffered. This 
is the situation of almost every person. The 
public officers have sent to Philadelphia for 
Woodcutters and wagons. ♦ • • 

The ladies are impatient for a drawing room ; 
I have no looking-glasses but dwarfs for this 
house ; nor a twentieth part lamps enough to 
light it 

STATUE OP JEFFERSON. 

This very fine bronze statue now stands in 
the small square immediately in front of the 
President's house. It is among the very best 
statues in the country. It was presented to the 
Government by Captain Levy of the United 
States Navy, a gentleman devotedly attached 
to the memory of Mr. Jefferson, and who 
now is the owner of Monticello, the former 
abode of that great man. The statue stands 
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on a pedestal, and in his left hand Jeflferson 
holds a scroll of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and in his right hand a pen, as 
' though he had just finished that immortal in* 
strument, and was anticipating the glorious 
results of its influence — ^the terror it would 
strike among the foes of freedom — ^the strength 
with which it would nerve the patriot's heart— 
the bitter opposition which it would meet with 
from some — ^the joy with which it would be 
hailed by more — and, if adopted, the high des- 
tinies which awaited young America. The 
country haiis never been informed of the per- 
severing and expensive efforts made by Capt. 
Levy to secure this statue, nor of the merits of 
the French artist whose enthusiasm was hardly 
surpassed by the individual who rewarded him 
for this admirable production of his skill and 
genius. It now occupies an eligible position, 
and will long stand in honor alike of the great 
man it so faithfully reprei^nts and of the noble 
spirit of patriotism that secured and presented 
it to the nation. It formerly stood in the Ro- 
tunda of the Capitol. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Thk State Department is a plain building, of 
brick, two stories in height, one hundred and 
sixty feet long and fifty-five wide, with a 
spacious passage running through its whole 
length, both on the first and second floors, 
to the latter of which the ascent is by a 
wide staircase in the centre. The building 
contains thirty-two rooms, besides those in 
the attic. The first floor is occupied by the 
Fifth Auditor of the Treasury at the east 
end, and the Second Comptroller of the 
Treasury at the west end. Ob the second 
'ifloor are the apartments of the Secretary of 
State and his suite; also the library of the De- 
partment, containing some ten or twelve thous- 
and volumes, selected with care, and relating 
especially to subjects of diplomacy and inter- 
national law, with the laws and reports of the 
several States of the Union. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

This noble structure, adjoining on the south 
the State Department, is three hundred and 

I 
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forty feet in length from north to south, and 
one hundred and seventy from east to west. 
When completed, by the addition of the north 
and south wings, its length will be four hun- 
dred and fifty-seven feet. In front is an im- 
posing colonnade, stretching the entire length 
of the building, after the architecture of the 
temple of Minerva Polias, at Athens. This 
portico is of the finest proportions, and the en- 
tire building does great credit to the taste and 
judgment of its architect, Mr. Robert Mills. 
The main entrance is on the east by a double 
flight of steps. Each floor contains forty-five 
apartments. The first or colonnade floor is 
occupied by the Treasurer of the United States 
and Third Auditor, in the centre or west 
building ; the First Auditor in the north ; and 
the Attorney General and Solicitor of the 
Treasury in the south. On the second floor, 
in the centre building, are the apartments of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and his suite; 
in the south, those of the First Comptroller 
and Register of the Treasury, who also occu- 
pies a suite of rooms in the north and centre : 
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the library of the Department is also on this 
floor. The third floor is occupied entirely by 
the General Land O^e. 

WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Numerous and earnest appeals have been 
made to Congress for a larger and fire proof 
proof building for the War Department, the 
present one being not only exposed every mo- 
ment to destruction by Are, but so small, com- 
pared with the requirements of the Depart- 
ment, that many of the bureaus are compelled 
to occupy rented private houses. It is situated 
on the west side of the President's square, and 
is similar in design to the Department of State. 
On the first floor are the Major General, 
Quartermaster General, Adjutant General, 
and Second Auditor of the Treasury ; on the 
second floor the Secretary of War and his 
suite at the east end, and the Commissioner of 
Indian Aflairs at the west end. 

The banners of the principal victories in the 
war of the Revolution, in the subsequent war 
with Great Britain, and many trophies recently' 
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won from Mexico, are carefully preserved in 
this Department. Among these are the flags 
taken at Saratoga, the Cowpens, and York ; the 
flags under which Scott and Jesup and their 
brave companions fought and conquered are 
literally riddled through with shot of the foe • 
and here will be seen the flag, with an eagle 
vnrought in silk, presented by the ladies of 
Philadelphia to Gen. Pike, and many others of 
great interest. 

The Engineer Bureau occupies the build- 
ing on the northwest corner of Pennsylvania 
avenue and seventeenth street, opposite diago- 
nally to the War Department. 

The Bureau of Topographical Engineers 
occupies the first floor of the double tenement 
of brick on seventeenth street, opposite to the 
War Department. The Ordnance Bureau oc- 
cupies the third floor, and the Subsii^tence Bu^- 
reau the second floor of the same building. 

The Paymaster General occupies the second 
and third floors of the building adjoining south 
the one mentioned above, and the Pension Bu- 
reau the one adjoining north. 
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The Medical Bureau occupies a building on 
the north side of G street, a short distance west 
of the War Department. 

A fine block of buildings erecting opposite 
the Navy Department, to be rented by the 
Government, will afford better temporary ac- 
commodations than at present. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

This building is situated south of the War 
Department, to which it is similar in design, 
and is of the same dimensions. 

On the first floor is the Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury at the east end ; and the Bureau 
of Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, and 
the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, at the 
west end. The Secretary of the Navy and 
his suite occupy the east end of the second 
floor; the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrog- 
raphy, and the Bureau of Medicine, the west 
end and centre. 

** Between thirty and forty national flags, tro. 
phies of battle struck to *a bit of striped 
bunting' decorate one of the rooms of the 
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Navy Commissioners. They are well ar- 
range and labelled, showing the names of the 
vessels to which they once belonged. Some 
of these boar evidence of the strife which took 
place before tbey wore struck to the stars and 
stripes of the Union." 

I'his, as well as the State and War Departs 
ments, is becoramg i" iic on venient from its small 
size for the growing necessities of the nation. 
We shall doubtless see at no remote day, build* 
in ^3 risiug^, more safe, more ample, and in 
materials and proportions of a richer and no* 
bier architecture. 

POST OFFICE. 

This beantiful edifice, after the design of 
Mr. Mills, is of the Corinthian order, of white 
marble, three stories high, extending two hun- 
dred and four feet in front, and one hundred and 
two feet inthedepth of its wings. Its main front 
h on £ street noi^th ; its east wing fronts on 
Seventh street, and itS:West wing on Eighth 
street. It contains eighty-one rooms, twenty- 
seven on each floor, and occupies the site of 
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the old Post Office building, burnt on the 15th 
December, 1836. 

The first floor, west wing, is occupied by 
the Receiving Office, Dead Letter Office, and 
the Topographer of the Post Office Depart- 
ment ; the east wing and centre by the Exam* 
ining and Register Clerks of the Auditor's 
Office. On the second floor, west wing and 
centre, are the Postmaster Greneral, his three 
Assistants^ and the chief clerk of the depart- 
ment, and principal clerks of the Contract, Ap- 
pointment, and Inspection Offices ; in the east 
wing, the Auditor of the Post Office, his chief 
and other clerks in more immediate connection 
with him. The third floor, west wing, is oc- 
cupied chiefly by the clerks of the Contract 
Office; the centre and east wing by the Audi- 
tor's clerks. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

This bureau formerly occupied a portion 
of the old Post Office ; and in the destruction 
of that building by fire, a large collection of 
models and many valuable records were lost. 
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Taught by experience, the goverament now 
erects only fireproof edifices. Such are the 
Patent Office, the Post Office, and the Treasu- 
ry Department; and such ot^^A^ to be the State, 
War, and Navy Departments, and that, too, 
without waiting, as has hitherto been the cus* 
torn, till each in its turn, with all its interesting 
and valuable records, be burned to the ground. 
The building occupiM by the Patent Office, 
as now erected, extends two hundred and seven- 
ty feet, with a depth of seventy feet, and is two 
stories high above the basement. It fronts to 
the south, with a majestic central portico, to 
which the ascent is by a flight of granite steps 
leading to a spacious lerrace, nearly one hun- 
dred feet long and thirty-two feet wide. Six- 
teen massive granite columns support the roof 
of this portico, which, in its proportions, resem- 
bles that of the Parthenon at Athens, The 
plan contemplates also fronts on the east, west, 
and north sides of the Square, forming a spa- 
clous court in the centre. The Commissioner 
of Patents and his clerks occupy the east end 
of the first or portico floor; the model room. 
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which no stranger in the Metropolis should 
fidl to visit, iu on the same floor, in the west 
end. The second story is one magnificent hall, 
two hundred and sixty feet in length by sixty- 
two feet in width. This hail now contains the 
invaluable relics (including the camp chest) of 
Washington^ the original Declaration of Lcide* 
pendence, the gifts presented from time to time 
to our civil and naval officers by foreign pow- 
ers, some excellent pictures and busts, the col- 
lection of Indian portraits made by the Bureau 
on Indian afiiirs, some of the most important 
of our treaties with foreign nations, the private 
effects and mineralogical specimens of the 
late James Smithson, the highly interesting 
collections of the National Institute, and the 
most extensive, rare, and precious treasures, 
secured by the exploring expedition, under 
Captain Wilkes, comprising many thousand 
specimens from the Islands of the Pacific, Ore- 
gon, and California, in ethnology, zoology, or- 
nithology, icthiology, entomology, mineralogy, 
geology, botany, with a vast variety of curios- 
ities illustrative of the habits, occupation, reli- 
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gions woi^P) aod modes of life;, in diatant and 
unfrequented regions of ^e world. 



WASHINGTON MONUMENT- 

Below is a full description of the design 
adopted by the Board of Managfers for the 
monument which it is contemplated to erect at 
the seat of government to the memory of 
Washington, from voluntary contributions. 

The design embraces the idea of a grand 
circular colonnaded building, 250 feet in diame- 
ter, and 100 high, from which springs an obe- 
lisk shaft 70 feet at the base and 500 feet high 
making a total elevation of 600 feet. 

This vast rotundo, forming the grand base 
of the Monument, is surrounded by 30 columns 
of massive propojrtions, being 12 feet in diame- 
ter and 45 feet high, elevated upon a lofty 
base or stylobate of 20 feet elevation and 300 
feet square, surmounted by an entablature 20 
feet high, and crowned by a massive balus- 
trade 15 feet in height. 

The terrace outside of the colonnade is 25 
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feet wide, and the pronaos or walk within the 
colonnade, including the column space, 25 feet. 
The walks enclosing the cella, or gallery 
.within^ are fretted with 30 massive ant® (pi- 
lasters) 10 feet wide, 45 feet high, and 7^ feet 
projection, answering to the columns in front, 
surmounted by their appropriate architrave. 
The deep recesses formed by the projection of 
the antse, provide suitable nic^hes for the re- 
ception of statues. 

A tetrastyle portico (4 columns in front) in 
triple rows of the same proportions and order 
with the columns of the colonnade, distin- 
guishes the entrance to the Monument, and 
serves as a pedestal for the triumphal car and 
statue of the illustrious chief; the steps of this 
portico are flanked by massive blockings, sur- 
mounted by appropriate figuf^s and trophies. 

Over each column, in the great frieze of the 
entablatures around the entire building, are 
sculptured escutcheons, coats of arms of each 
State in the Union, surrounded by bronze civic 
wreaths, banded together by festoons of oak 
leaves, &c., all of which spring (each way) 



yGoogk 




WASHINGTON MONUMENT-g[e 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WAflHIlf OTON . 89. 

(torn the centre <rf tbe poztrco, where the 
coat of arms of the; United StiUes are emblaf> 
zoned. The statues inRounding the. rotund^^ 
outside^ under the eoi<»inade, are all elevated 
upon pedestals, and will be those of the glonous; 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Ascending the portico outside to the. terrace 
level, a lofty vomitoria (door way) 30 feel 
hig^ leads into the cella, (rotxmdo gallery,) 
50 feet wide, 500 feet in circmnAreocei and 
60 feet high, with a oolossal pillar in the 
centre 70 feet m diameter, around which the 
gaU^y sweepa. Tbia pillar forms the foi|n* 
dAtHm of the obelisk column above. 

Both aidjes of the gallery are divided into 
synoes, by pla^t^ra, elevs^ on a continued 
zodcror ba^ 5 feet high, fo^ng ai^ order 
mtk its entc^la^re^ iO feet high*, crowded by 
a via^lted) ceUi9g 20 feet high,^ divicled, by ra* 
diatipig aJrehevault^ corresp^dii^ with ^ 
relative pasiticinapf the opposing pi^ai^er?, and 
enclosing deep sunken coffers enriched with 
paintings 

The 9/91^9^ l^w^^ U^ p^^isteniaie sunk 
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into niches for the reception of the statues of 
the &thers of the Revolution, contemporary 
with the immortal Washington; over which 
are large tablets to receive the National Paint- 
ings commemorative of the battle and other 
scenes of that memorable period. Opposite 
to the entrance of this gallery, at the extremity 
of the great circular wall, is the grand niche 
for the reception of the statue of the ** Father 
of his Country," elevated on its appropriate 
pedestal, and designated as principal in the 
group by its colossal proportions. 

This spacious Gallery and Botundo, which 
properly may be denominated the '* National 
Pantheon," is lighted in four grand divisions 
from above, and by its circular form, presents 
each subject decorating its walls in an inte- 
resting point of view, and with proper ef%ct, 
ad the curiosity is kept up every moment, 
from the whole room not being presented to 
the eye at one glance, as in the case of a 
straight gallery. 

Entering the centre pier through an arched 
way, you pass into a spacious circular area, 
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and ascend, with an easy grade, by a railway, 
to the grand terrace, 75 feet above the base of 
the Monument. This terrace is 700 feet in 
chrcumfereace, ISO feet wide, enclosed by a 
colonnaded balustrade, 15 feet high with its 
base and capping. The circuit of this grand 
terrace is studded with small temple-formed 
structures, constituting the cupolas of the Ian- , 
terns, lighting the Pantheon gallery below; 
by means of these little temples, from a gallery 
within, a bird's-eye view is had of the ata- 
tues, &c., below. 

Through the base of the great circle of the 
balustrade are four apertures at the four car- 
dinal points, leading outside of the balustrade, 
upon the top of the main cornice, where a gal- 
lery 6 feet wide and 750 feet in circumference 
encircles the whole, enclosed by an ornamen- 
tal guard, forming the crowning member on 
the top of the tholus of the main cornice of the. 
grand colonnade. Within the thickness of 
this wail, staircases descend Co a lower gallery 
over the plafond of the pronaos of the colon- 
nade lighted from above. This gallery, 
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vidiieh extends all loimd the colonnade, is 20 
feet wide, divided into rooms for the records 
of the monument, works of art, or stsdios ht 
artists engaged in the seryiee of the nonnment 
Two other ways commiuucate with this gal- 
lery from below^ 

in the centre of the grand terrace ahoTO 
described, rises the lofty obelisk shaft of the 
Monument, 50 feet square at the base, and 500 
feet high, diminishing as it rises to its apex, 
where it is 40 feet square; at the foot of this 
shaft and on each fiice project four massive 
zoeles 25 feet high, supporting so many colos- 
sal symbolic tripods of victory 20 feet high^ 
sutmounted by facial columns with their sym* 
bolsof authority. These zocie faces are em* 
bellished wi& inscriptions, which are con* 
tiaued around the entire base of the shaft, and 
occupy the surface of that part of the shaft be* 
tween the tripods. On each ftice of the shaft 
ahove this is scutptuxed the four feuding events 
in General Washington's eventful career, in 
bama relievo^ and abo<7e this the shaft is per- 
fectly plain to within 50 feet of its summit, 
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where a simple star is placed, emblematic of 
the glory which the name of Washington 
has attained. 

To ascend to the summit of the colamn, the 
same feciiities as below are provided within 
the shaft, by an easy graded gallery, which 
may be traversed by a railway, terminating in 
a circular observatory 20 feet in diameter, 
around which at the top is a look-out gallery, 
which opens a prospect all around the hori- 
zon. 

With reference to the area embraced by the 
foundations and basement of the Monument, 
and the uses to which they may be applied, the 
underspace outwards, occupied by the lower 
terrace and colonnade, may be appropriated to 
the accommodation of the keepers of the monu- 
ment,\or tbose having charge of it and attend- 
ing on visiters. 

These apartments, which are arched, are 
well lighted and aired, as they are all above 
ground, the light being disposed in the sunk 
panels of the stylobate (base.) The principal 
entrance to all these apartments >^ill be from 
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the rear, or opposite side of the portico entrance. 
The inner apace, or that under the grand gal* 
lery or rotundo, may be appropriated to cata- 
combs for the reception of the remains of such 
distinguished men as the nation may honor 
with interment here. This subterranean gal- 
lery is so large and lofty that it would accom- 
modate many catacombs. 

In the centre of the monument-is placed the 
tomb of Washington, to receive his remains, 
should they be removed thither, the descent to 
which is by a broad flight of steps, lighted by 
the same light which illumines his statue. 



STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 

This beautiful work of art by Greenough, 
who devoted several years in Italy to its execu- 
tion, stands in the east square of the capitol, on 
a noble granite pedestal, and is surrounded by 
a handsome iron railing, which encloses two 
small yew trees and some ornamental shrub- 
bery. Of this statue Mr. Greenough says: ^ It 
is the birth -of my thought. I hare sacrificed 
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to it the flower of my days, and the freshness 
of my strength ; its every lineament has be^ 
moistened with the sweat of my toil, and the 
tears of my exile. I would not barter away 
its association with my name for the proudest 
fortune avarice ever dreamed o£ In giving it 
up to the nation which has done me the honor 
to order it at my hands, I respectfully clai^ for 
it that protection which it is the boast of civili- 
zation to afford to art, and which a generous 
enemy has more than once been seen to extend 
even to tKe monuments of his own defeat" 
This statue is of colossal size, in a sitting pos- 
ture, and were it erect it would stand about 
twelve feet high. A foreign writer has said 
"nothing can be more humao, and at the same • 
time more god-like than this statue of Wash- 
ington. It is a sort of domestic Jupiter." It 
is greatly admired by those most familiar with 
the great works of art in Italy, and is growing 
in reputation with the public. The great Fa- 
ther of his country is represented with the 
right hand pointed to heaven, and the left hand 
holding a Roman sword with the handle turned 
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from the person. Of it the Hon. Edward Ev- 
erett says — ^ 

"We regard Mr. Greenough*s Washington as 
one of the greatest works of sculpture of mod- 
ern times. We do not know the work that can 
justly be preferred to it, whether we consider 
the purity of the taste, the loftiness of the con- 
ception, the truth of the character, or, what we 
must own we feel less able to judge of, accu- 
racy of anatomical study and mechanical skill. 
Had it been the work of Canova, Qhantrey, or 
Thorswalden, it would have been deemed, we 
doubt not, worthy of either of those artists* 
Nay, we are prepared to go farther, and, dis- 
claiming all pretence to connoisseurship, we are 
persuaded, if. Instead of being a statue of Wash- 
ington, it had been a statue of Julius CsBsar or 
Alexander the Great — if, instead of coming 
from the studio of a young American of the 
present day, with all its freshness upon it, it had 
been dug up in the ruins of the baths of Titus, 
or the villa of Adrian, shattered and mutilated, 
arms, legs, nose, and even head gone, stained and 
corroded ; when it had been scraped and pieced 
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together, furnished with modern extremities, 
and perhaps a head of douhtful authenticity, 
and thus restored had been set up in the Vati- 
can or the Tribune, it would have been deemed 
as fine a piece of sculpture as any there. 

'•This grand work is of one single piece of 
marble, not of pure white, which it is impossi- 
ble to procure in masses of sufficient size for 
such a statue without stains fatal to its beauty, 
but of a bluish tinge highly favorable to the 
effect of a work of irt. The raart)les of this 
kind are now preferred for works of this de- 
scription." 

This statue is intented not to commemorate 
any single action, but rather to express the 
sublime dignity, the calm integrity, fortitude, 
and devotion, in a word the entire character of 
Washington. The seat which the statue oc- 
cupies is adorned by a miniature figure of Co- 
lumbus on the one side, and that of an Indian 
chief on the other, with other emblematic de- 
< vices, such as the infant Hercules strangling 
the serpent, the rising sun, with the crest of the 
national armor of the United States. 
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NATIONAL OBSERVATORY. 

Onb of the most interesting objects in the 
Metropolis is the National Observatory, situ- 
ated about two miles from the Capitol, on Camp 
Hill, and commanding one of the prettiest pros- 
pects the mind can imagine. 

In 1842 an act of Congress was passed ma- 
king an appropriation of money and grounds 
for the erection of the building which was in- 
tended as a depot for charts and mathematical 
instruments for the navy. It was erected un- 
der the superintendence of Lieutenant J. M. 
Gillis, who was sent abroad to collect a num- 
ber of astronomical and magnetic instruments. 
In 1844 Lieut. M. F. Maury, of the Navy, an 
officer amply qualified to superintend its ope- 
rations, was directed to take charge of the Ob- 
servatory, and under his direction and untiring 
efforts it is taking a prominent stand among 
other similar institutions. It received its first 
impetus from the Hon. Abel P. Upshur, who 
afibrded every facility for getting it into opera- 
tion; was liberally patronised by the Hon. 
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George BancroA. who did all he could tQ fapir 
large its jsphere of usefulness ; and the present 
popular Secretary of ihe Navy, Hop. J. Y. 
Mason, has not beea behind his predecessors ifi 
the continaafice ef his patronage. If Go):^ 
gross wUl only be moderately generous to thifi 
infant institution, there is nothing to }under it 
from becoming a great national ornament, ^d 
the best school in our country for the attaior 
ment of astronomicai information* 

In 1845, Lieut, Maury published the obser- 
vations of that year, which fill a large volume 
containing also drawings of every part of th^ 
building, and the instruments at present moun^ 
ed. To a scientific |)erson this volume will af« 
ford great attraction, and to all it will giv^ 
prbof of the untiring zeal of the officers, who 
have performed the whole of the work, and sti|i 
continue to do so, under the direction of Xaeut* 
Maury. 

The Observatory Is built nearly in the sliape 
of a cross, and fronts to the north. The righ| 
wing, or eastcoom, contains two ^beautiful in- 
strument^ the mural circle jmd the meridiaa 
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transit, two instraments whose results are very 
much the same, but entirely different in their 
construction. The former is used for determin- 
ing the declinations or the latitude of the stars, 
and the latter to determine both right ascension 
and declination, that is, both ktitude and Iongi« 
tude. To the uninitiated the apparatus con- 
nected with the instruments for the purpose of 
lighting them up, &c., would present a mass 
of confusion ; whereas, the most perfect system 
reigns throughout, and a degree of ingenuity 
not met with in any other institution of the 
Icind. These instruments in clear weather are 
generally at work by sundown, but at any 
other time of the day an officer of the build- 
ing will take pleasure in showing them to stran- 
gers. The west room contains a large transit 
instrument, used for determining the right as- 
cension of stars, and in connection with it is the 
magnetic telegraph, for the purpose of deter- 
mining the difference of longitude between any 
two places. When the lines are carried through 
all parts of the United States, this will afford 
the readiest means of ascertaining the correct 
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ODgttade of every point— a much desired 
event for acquiring geograpical knowledge. 

The south section of the Observatory consists 
of two separate rooms, the north one containing 
a beautiful instrument called the prime verti- 
cal, and the southern room a circle of refrac- 
tion, an instrument invented by Lieutenant 
Maury, and apparently intricate in its nume- 
rous appointments, yet actually simple in prin- 
ciple, and mathematically correct i|^ theory* 
The beautiful finish of the instruments will 
strike the beholder with astonishment, and his 
wonder will not x^ease when he is informed of 
the trifling cost of the whole compared with 
the results to the country. Each room is pro* 
vided with a sidereal clock of very correct rate 
of going, which is used in connection with the, 
instruments white observing^ these clocks 
have errors only the hundredth part of a second 
or thereabouts, a space of time scarce within 
the comprehension of most individuals. 

The great equatorial telescope is the instru- 
ment with which a stranger would be at once 
fascinated-Ht peep through it at once trao^ 
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porti the beholder to other rMlms aboire ; he 
plainly seeft t&6 mountaios and votednoes in 
the moon ; and evety monMOt asp^M to aee 
loma of the inhabkanta^of those onknown re<> 
gions ateppini^ out from behind some rock. 
The planetd Jnpiter, Saturn, Mars, Venus, &o.i 
irhich appear to the naked eye only as bril^ 
Hant starSk are resolved into magnificent moons 
through the eqtiatorial,^ surrounded by their 
•eeompanying satellites. The wonders of the 
heavens are, in fact, all unfolded to the view, 
Attd W6 read the stara in the firmament as 
rtiottgh it were a book. « 

The dome of the building is do fixed that 
itr^voFves wkh the slightest movement, and 
enables the observer, through a slit in the top, 
W turt^ the instrument om any object. An io« 
geniously construeted chair, for the purpose of 
elevating or lowering the observer, demands 
some little attention, beipg ^ work of an 
Alexandrian and an American. 

AU the instruments referred to huve been 
mounted, under the direction of Lieutenattt 
fiiaury, by native workmen, who have showil 
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•A ttiiminikle adaptatioft finr these nice UKura) 
and tke day ia proi>ably nol fiur distani; whea 
are ahail noUy compete mth our European 
friends m the manufacture of the inatnunanta— 
at present it cannot be done. 

In tha main body of the Observatory are Uia 
offices or rooms for calculating, the library far 
the use of the building, tho room for nautioal 
inatruments, and a room for charts and nauti* 
cal books. Tha saWng that has taken pinea 
in th« iaHernrticles aioce the construction of 
the buUdiag would nearly pay for its original 
cost 

The southeast room in die main building 
contains all the chronometerSi which are sup* 
plied to our public national vessels, and thay 
are regulated by a mean-iime clock of gioat 
regulariiyy which stands in the corner. The 
lacUity ^r regulating thesa time*pieca% and 
the oxaot character that is attached to ^ch 
chroaometM when it i$ sent to a ship^ rendacs 
navigation more secure than it was in former 
times. 

The grounds about tho Observatory aif 
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not laid out yet at tbej thouid be, at the meant 
at the ditpoMtl of the snpennteodent are small 
for that purpose. We hope to see it adorned 
as oar other poblic walks aboot Washington, 
when it will become a charming' resort to the 
stranger ytsiting the Metropolis. Afler years 
of labor, Congress has at length giren the 
superintendent a house to live in, where he 
can giro his contmnal superintendence to (he 
operations gofaig on in the main buil(tiEg. The 
house is to the east of the Observatory, built 
with taste and at little cost, and adds very 
much to ^ the sterile waste once called Gamp 
Hill, which has become one of the prettiest 
spots in Washington, and has increased the 
value of property very much in that part of 
the city. 

The details of labor connected with the 
Observatory ate contained in the transactions 
of 1845, and are interesting, as showing the 
amount of vfofk done by a smaU corps of offi- 
cers. 

It remains to mention the small equatorial 
instrument mounted oot doors, which can al» 
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WAjTS be seen by visiters, t&d the two cotnM 
seekers kept employed in clear weather to de* 
tect the approach of Obese wandering lumina'' 
rles. A meteorological register is also minntely 
kept, and every branch of astronomical science 
is attended to, where means are afibrdecK fcr itt 
Ib^eomplishment. 

Visiters to the Observatory may be sure of 
being received with courtesy by the superin- 
tendent and officers, who are at all timet 
desirous to afford every facility for seemg the 
building and explaining the use of the variooi 
instruments. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

' This Institution o^vves its existence to the 
will of James Smithson,^ of England, a relative 
of the Duke of Northumberland, who sev- 
enteen years ago died at Genoa, leaving to the 
United States more than, half a million of dol- 
lars, 'Ho found at Washington, under the name 
of the Smithsonian Institution, an Establish^ 
mentfor the increase and diffusion of know* 
Udgi among menJ^ It is stated that the mothet 
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0f M c Smithton was a Mrs. Maurice, of an 
ancient bmily in Wiltshire by the name of 
Huogerford ; that he was educated at Oxford, 
where he took an honorary degree in 1786, 
that he was a gentleman of retired and studi- 
OQS habits, living in lodgings sometimes in 
London and occasionally visiting and staying 
for a time in the cities of the continent ; that he 
interested himself not especially in questions 
of government, but devoted his attention much 
to science, particularly to chemistry. He thus 
became mtroduced to the society of Cavendish, 
Woolaston and others, well known to the Roy. 
al Society in London, of which he became a 
member. Twenty-four treatises from the p«fi 
of Smithson are mentioned as having been 
published in the transactions of the Royal So- 
ciety and other scientific journals, containing 
contributions on the sciences of mineralogyi 
geology, and more especially of mineral chem- 
istry. On the 1st July, 1836, Congress sol- 
emnly accepted the trust reposed in them by 
Mr. Smithson. Through the earnest and well 
directed efibrts of the Hon. Richard Rush, (ap- 
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pointed by the United States to prosecute its 
claim to this bequest,) the fund was obtained 
from the English court of chancery and paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, Sep- 
tember 1st, 1838. Mr. Van Buren, then Pres- 
ident, sought the opinions of men eminent in 
letters and science as to the best mode of ap- 
plying this bequest in order most eflectually to 
secure the end proposed by the testator, and 
communicated their replies to his enquiries to 
Congress. 

Immediately after the receipt of this Smith- 
sonian fund, $500,000 of the amount was in- 
vested in Arkansas bonds, and the remainder in 
bonds of the states of Michigan, Illinois, and 
Ohio, and the failure of Arkansas to pay the 
interest on her debt was urged as a reason for 
postponing the establishment of the Institution, 
AAer protracted discussions in both houses of 
Congress, the present bill, under which the in- 
stitution now exists, was adopted by the House 
of Representatives on the 29th and in the Sen- 
ate on the 30th April, 1846. It is enacted 
^That the President and Vice President of 
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the United States, the Secretaiy of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Postmas- 
ter General, the Attorney General, the Chief 
Justice, and the Commissioner of 'the Patent 
Office of the United States, and the Mayor of 
the city of Washington, during the time for 
which they hold their respective offices, and 
such other persons as they may elect honarary 
members be, and they are hereby constituted 
an establishment by the name of the Smithso* 
nian Institution^ for the increase and diffiision 
of knowledge among men ; and by that name 
shall be known and have perpetual succession 
with the powers, limitations, and restrictions 
hereinafter contained, and 410 other*" 

This "bill further provides for the establish- 
ment of a board of Regents, to be composed of 
•• the Vice President of the United States, the 
Chief Justice of the United States, the Mayor 
of the city of Washington, during the time for 
whiclithey shall hold their respective offices, 
three menibers of the Senate, and three mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, together 
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with fix other petsonfl aot members of Congteti 
two of whom shall he members of the Nution- 
al Institute in the city of Washington, and re* 
mdmta in the said city, and the other four liberear 
•hall be inhabitants of states and po two of 
the same state/' The three members of the 
Senate are appointed by the President of the 
Senate, the three members of the House by the 
speaker thereof, who at the close of two years 
retire and give place to others similarly chosen, 
and the six other persons are appointed by joim 
resolution of both houses. The Board of Re- 
gents are empowered to elect a chancdlor, who 
is to preside over their proceedings, and the 
Institution; and aSecretary^ who is to aet 
both for the InstHution and the Board, and m 
executive committee of three members. 

The site selected for this institution is on die 
£ne open mall below the capitol, where is al- 
ready rising the magnificent Norman structure 
of which we present so accurate a view and 
exact a descfipticm from the pencil and pen of 
the distinguished architect, Mr. Benwick. This 
bailding is to be of plain and durable materials. 
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and of Bofficient rise, and with suitable rooms 
or balb for the reception and arrangement, 
upon a liberal scale, of objects of natural 
liistnry, including a geological and mineralo- 
gical cabinet, also a laboratory, a library, a 
gallery of art and the necessary lecture rooms. 
Hie whole to be finished in the course of four 
years from March, 1848; and the expense to 
be defrayed entirely out of the interest of the 
funds. The Secretary is to take charge of the 
property of the institution — to superintend its 
literary and scientific operations ; and to give 
an annual account of the same to the Regents. 
The Regents have resolved to divide the ia« 
come of the funds into two equal portions, and 
lo devote one to publications, original re- 
search, &c.,and the other to the formation of a 
library and a collection of objects of nature 
and art Measures are already adopted for se- 
curing and publishing and distributing learned 
and able papers on scientific subjects, and 
under the supervision of the very able Secre- 
tary, Professor Henry, high hopes are cherish- 
ed that this institution will finally embrace 
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the amplest means of iDcreasiag and difiusuig 
the noblest departments of human knowledge. 
** Of all places (said the honorable Mr. Marshy 
when advocating the library clause in the bill) 
in our territory, this central heart of the nation 
is the fittest for such an establishment ; it is 
situated in the middle zone of our system-— 
easily and cheaply accessible from every 
quarter of the Union — blessed with a mild, a 
salubrious, and an equable climate — abundant 
in the necessaries and comforts of physical 
life — far removed from the clan of commerce, 
and free from narrow and sectional influences. 

'* Let us here erect such a temple of thp 
muses, served and guarded by no exclusive 
priesthood, but with its hundred gates thrown 
open, that every votary may enter unquestion- 
ed, and you will find it thronged with ardent 
worshippers, who, though poverty may com- - 
pel them to subsist, like Heyne, on the pods of 
pulse and the parings of roots, shall yet forget 
the hunger of the body in the more craving 
wants of the soul." 

The building of the Smithsonian Institute is 

10 ~^ 
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in the Romanesque style of architecture. A 
style which flourished in Europe from the 
eighth to the twelfth century, and which in its 
earlier phases approaches the Roman and its 
later the Pointed style. The building itself 
consists of a centre building 205 feet long, and 
55 feet broad, two connecting ranges or clois* 
iers 60 feet long, and two wings averaging 40 
by «D feet. 

The exterior of the building is by no means 
uniform ', but ft has been the endeavor of the 
architect to express in some slight degree by 
the exterior the uses to which the parts of the 
interior are to be applied. The principal en- 
trance in front is flanked by two towers, ave- 
raging 1 30 feet in height The rear entrance 
is through a large square tower. The tcrwerg 
contam the stair-^ases, porters' lodges, Regents, 
und Secretary's private rooms, and all the ofli- 
ces of the building, together with portions of 
the library and museum. 

The central building is flanked by four 
ttowers, varying iq height and exterior form, 
^etse are also used for staircases and elevaton, 
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and for the purposes of heatings and ventilatioiiy 
The interior of the centre is divided into 
two stories, in the lower one of which is the 
library, captMe of containing 80,000 volumes ; 
the great lecture room, which will seat 1,200 
persons ; and the museum, which will be 200 
feet in length and 50 feet in breadth, and which 
is intended to contain the magnificent present 
of the government, the collection of the United 
States Exploring Expedition made by Captain 
Wilkes. In the eastern wing is the chemical 
lecture room and labora^tpry, and in the eastern 
connecting range the larboratories and rooms 
connected with the great lecture room in the 
centre building. 

The western wing and connecting range 
will be used for galleries of art, and will form 
a hall of 120 feet in length. 

The length of the whole building when 

completed will be 450 feet, and its extreme 

breadth in the centre at the principal Cowers 

140 feet, exclusive of the projeetiea ef the 

. fipont piorclL r 

I There will be nine towers in the various j 
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parts of the building, Tarying from 75 to 150 
feet in height. The he^ht of the centre build^ 
ing will be 60 feet, and of the wing3 45 feet 

The building will be constrncted of rose 
€<rioved free stone, of fine grain and excellent 
quality, which is obtained, from . the Seneca 
quarries, distant about tweoty-five miles tfou^ 
Washington, in a northerly direction, and 
lying dn the bank of the Potomac River and 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 



COLUMEIIAN COLLEGE; 

Tkis Institution, whieh was incorporated by 
Congress in 1821, is how in a flourishing con- 
dition ; the number p£ its students has been 
gradually increasing for seireral years past ; and 
its prospects are brightening on every side. It 
is beautifully situated pn ope of ihe most com- 
manding eminences of the high hiUe that sweep 
aroimd the northern portion of the pietropolisj 
and is about half an hour's walk from tthe 
President's mansion, from the Capitoli from 
the Sipithsonian Ii;vstitute^ frooi l^ie. Natitktial 
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Observatory) and from all the pablk buildingii 
in Washingtoik 

The College )>uilding is a fine brick edifice, 
four stories high, including the basement and 
attic, vHth suflScient room to accommodate one 
hundred students. Besides this there are 
^ree other brick buildings, one occupied by thfi 
President and family, another by the steward, 
and the third is used as a hall for the philo- 
sophical apparatus belonging to the College, 
and also by the Preparatory Department 

The view from College Hill is surpassingly 
beautiful. The student can sit in his room and 
cast his eye o^er scenes which are well calcu- 
lated to arouse the sluggish, to interest the 
most unobservant, )lnd to excite feelings of 
etletgy and patriotism. Three cities, in all 
their beauty, are spread out beibre him ; the 
Capitol, the President's house, and the other 
public buildings are within his view ; the Po« 
tomac stretches away before him as far as his 
vision can reach, and upon its banks are ob- 
jects of absorbing interest; to the right, away 
in the distance, may be seen a gently sloping 
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hill tedciiing to the banks of the river, crowned 
with trees rising.above the surrounding forests — 
•it IS Mdtint Verbdn, a place hallowed in the 
heart of every American, the resting place 
of Washington, 

The sessions of the college have been 
chang6d during the last year. The winter ses- 
sion of six months commences on the first Wed- 
nesday in October, "at the close of which, one 
week only inltervening, commences the sum- 
mer session, which continues three months. 
The annual commencement for conferring 
degrees takes place on the second Wednesday 
of July; there is then a vacation until the first 
Wedesday of October. The number of stu- 
dents, including the Preparatory Department, 
during the last session, was ninety four. 

The students have frequent opportunities of 
listening to the ^finest efforts of eloquence in 
Congress and the Supreme Court, and will 
have admittance to the public lectures at the 
Smithsonian Institution; which 'will embrace 
a wide and extended range of literary and 
scientific subjects. 
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. NAVY YARDi. , 

Si«rirAT£b neat themoHth of ih^^ntAettk 
Branch, fin«; views of the N^vy Yhrd may bfe 
■hddffom an approiich up the river, fforti the 
Virgfinia shore ''of the Potomac, and from vari- 
ous other pomts. The View herewith presented 
is taken frorii thehrtdge over the Eastern 
Branch. It embrafces the ship houses, the 
btiiMing' shed^-the workshops of the yarti, &c:, 
Ac. ; *- • 

-The works fiit this pbee are v^ry extensive. 
Passing through ah arched gateway, guarded 
by marines, the visiter enters a neaify kept 
yafrd, of some' twenty or thirty acres; On his 
left is the house of the commandant df the 
yard, and on the right those for the lieiitenants 
and othear officers. Farther down towards the 
Eestern Branch are ranged the various work- 
shops, the great forges for anchorsy the block 
and tackle factory, the carpenters* shops, and 
many other buildings for the convenience of 
the public work$. At this place, several ves- 
sels were sunk when the news of the defeat of 
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otir anny at Btadeiiri>urg reached the aathori- 
ties. SeTeral handred tnta fire usually em- 
ployed ^t thia yard* It ia said that resselabuilt 
here keep better than Ihoae built at any of tl» 
other Navy Yards of the Government, which 
ia supposed to be owing to the more careful in- 
spection of the timber. Nine fine vessels of 
wari of the following names and rates, hare 
been launched at this yard: ship of the line 
Columbust 74) first-class frigates Potomac, 
Brandy wine, and Columbia, 44 each ; sloops 
of war SC Louis and St. Mary's, each 20; 
schooners Grampus and Shark, 10 each; and 
Experiment, 4. Without the precincts proper 
of the Navy Yard, are the barracks for the 
United States Marines* 
- There b a large settlement of houses and in- 
habitants congregated around the yard, but 
business does not flourish. There is no com- 
merce, and what trade there is consists in coal 
and wood, and the produce of the river, fish 
and oysters. The houses look ancient and 
time-worn. Government does not foster this 
post to a very large extent 
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AftUXOTON House, the aeat of Georgtf 
Washington Park Custis, Esq,, occupies a 
commmdiog position on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac, elevated more than two hundred feet 
above the river, and immediately fronting the 
Capitol, from which it is distant something 
more than three mites. Tha view from this 
point, embra0jng the whole city of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown, and a great extent of 
the river and country far beyond, in Maryland| 
is one of the finest and most picturesque in the 
world* 

The Mansion House consists of a central 
building of sixty feet front,, and two wings of 
forty each, making the extent of the whole 
one hundred and forty feet A very magniQ* 
cent portico, twenty-five feet deep, supported 
by eight columns of the ancient Dotiq order, 
five feet indiapieter at their bases, adorns the 
central building, which was designed from 
drawings of the Temple at Paestum, near 
Naples. The edifice a^d pprtjco are of bric^kt 
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but stuccoed so as to resemble freestone. Mr. 
Custis has been greatly distinguished as an 
orator, and among his speeches will be found 
some of the finest specimens of eloquence. At 
Arlington house are carefully preserved many 
rare and valuable pictures and other relics de* 
seended from the ancestors of Mr. Custis, and 
some of them once in the possession of Wash- 
ington. Here are two ancient portraits by 
Vandyke ; one by Sir Godfrey Kneller, rep- 
resenting the celebrated Col. Parke, painted in 
1707. Among the fine old engravings is one 
of the death of Lord Chatham, presented by 
Copley ; a death of Wolfe, by West ; a mini- 
ature engraving of Napier oCMerchiston, the 
inventor of logarithms, presented by the Earl 
of Buchan, and addressed to Marshal General 
Washington, this high dignity of Marshal of 
France having been conferred upon the Gene- 
ral by Louis XVI, to enable him to command 
the Count de Rochatnbeau. Here also is the 
Mount Yemon plate, bearing the arms and 
crest of WasAiing^n ; the bed and bedstead on 
which the first President slept during the 
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whole of his preaideucj, and on which he ex« 
pired the 14th of December, 1779^ a set of 
china, having the names of the old confedera«> 
tion ; also one bearing the representation of tiie 
Cincinnati, with many other relics which 
will be sought by the curious and eager eyes 
of succeeding generations. " During the so- 
journ of General Lafayette in the District he 
paid several visits of affection to the proprietor 
of Arlington House, the last^ but one, survivor 
of the Washington fjEimily. . The good General 
was peculiarly gratified with a view from the 
grand portico, pronouncing it the finest he had 
ever seen, and warmly recommended to Mrs. 
Custis to cherish the native forest trees which 
extended for some distance in the rear of the 
mansion, observing emphaticallyi 'recollect, 
my dear, koto much easier if is to jctU a tree 
dawn than make one grow! " 

Mr. Custis has been much engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits, and for a number of years 
gave special attention to the rearing of fine 
sheep, and an annual festival at his own ex- 
pense, with the view of exciting an interest 
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among tbe^neighboring farmers in the intro- 
dnctioQ of improved breeds of cattle and in ag«> 
ricultnral imptovemcnts generally. 

Very near the river, rising at the root of a 
venerable nmbrageous old oak, is the famous 
Arlington spring, to wbich thousands resort in 
the summer months, and where preparations 
hare been made by the hospitable proprietor 
for their welcome reception. Small buildings 
are here erected in which any articles of the 
company may be safely deposited ; the best ice 
is always abundant ; ai^d all conveniences are 
provided on an ample sheltered platform, with 
commodious seats for a participation in such 
meals or refreshments as the party may have 
provided. Here are still, retired walks, invi- 
ting lawns, shaded by beautiful groves, and 
the finest view of the river and the city imagi- 
nable. The fine manners and instructive con- 
versation of the veperable proprietor often adds 
to the life and social enjoyment of tbose who 
seek from the dust and crowds of the city a 
few houts' relaxation and retirement amid the 
charms of this cool and quiet spot. 
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' GEOftGETOWNt 

, YiswBO from the Virginia side of the Po« 
tooMic, as in the engraving, Georgetown i« 
feen boldly and beautifully situated on a range 
of hills that rise high above the river, and 
stretch in undulating beauty along the northera 
and western horizon. 

Georgetown possesses the ancient college 
belonging to tt^ Catholics, under the direction 
of the Jesuits \ also a nunnery, and various 
other seminaries of learning. In former daysy 
it was a place of great conynercial enterprise; 
and now those merchants who are largely em- 
barked in trade, are full of zeal and energy. 
The artist with strict fidelity has included ft 
view of the Aqueduct of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal. This stupendous work, which 
has attracted. SQ much notice in Europe as 
well as in America, was constructed by Major 
Turnbull, of the tJ. S;^ Topographical Engi- 
Qjeers. The pi^rs, nine in number, and thirty* 
six feet above high water mark, are built of 
g^ranke, and imbedded seventeen feet in the 
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bottom of the riTer,- with a 4buDdatioii upon 
•olid rock, 80 as to withstand the shock of the 
tpring ice, which, rushing finrtously from the 
ftlh and narrows above, crashies tvHh ahnost 
resntless ibrce against the bridges of the Pbto- 
nliat, sweeping every thfng before it These 
piers, bnilt in the most fttasterly manner, will 
bear up against any force that maybe broug&t 
against them. The aqueduct connects the 
great canal of the Ohio and Chesapeake with 
tlie city of Alexandria! lifi length is fourteen 
hidkdred and forty-six feet 

IIBIGHT8 OF GEORGETOWN. 

Tff K lofty eminences that overlook the town 
firom the north and west are known as the 
Heights of Georgetown. Along these efevm- 
tioas gentlemen of wealth have built their 
dwellings, add cultivate beautiful and exten* 
site gardens. ' ' 

The view is taken from the turnpike road 
leading from Georgetown to PrederiAtown in* 
Maryland. N^htng can sorjkis* this spteii-' 
^norama. Befow reposes tbe eity 6? 
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Oeofff etowi^ with its«pire8-!^tQ.theIeft,i«.ttv^ 
Mi9tr^)oiiiH--4ik0 a waving band of silver^tb^ 
Botoou^ fitretcjiies as, far as the eye cao reach 
t9 the soMth:— wjiile t^a cupola of Mou|«t 
VeriKHi, caa be distiagu^ed, in a clear day, 
by a gop4 eye, breaking up aghast the souths 
en;ii horizon,. 

No sti:a9ger at the Seat of Goveromeot 
should omit vUiting the jppt firom wheuce this 
yiew :W8a tc^ken. 

CONVENT OF VISITATION 

The CoQvent of Yisitatioa, Greorgetowni, 
foundod in 1T93| is at present the most flour* 
ishiQg estabUshmeot of its kiod ia the United 
States. It is situated at the northwest extremi- 
ty of the town, upon ihc declivity of one of the 
beautiful heights of Gt^or^^etown. The hand<r 
somexaa^a of builLlings appropriated for the 
^dies! academy is of brick> bt^tween two and 
three hundred feet in IcQgtb, by fortjr ia 
|>re^th. In their interior, usefulness and 
f onyenience ar^ combined with ne^tpess and 
^l^gaocef and .the apartments are admirabljr 
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adapted to the uses made of tbem. These 
hvLiidmgs oe^pf part of tbe side of an oblong 
aquare, which contains as Otett of Ibnr or fitra 
«cre8, a portion of which ia appropriated as play 
ground for the scholars, and the remainder as 
an excellent botanical garden. There are 
other edifices of great extent on the s«ne 
square, comprising the Bishop's residence, an 
elegant church, the convent and charity schobls. 
The whole is under the direction t>f the sisters 
of visitation. 

Miss Englishes Female Seminarp,^^Tht 
Female Seminary under the direction of Miss 
English is one of the very best in the Union, 
and is designed to afford the advantages of the 
most liberal course in the more solid as well 
as the more ornamental branches of education. 
This institution has been in existence since 
1831 in Its present form ; the building is very 
ample and con venient ; the number of teachers 
of high reputatioti, large, and not only the 
inore ordinary, elegant accomplishments of 
music and drawing aire here taught, but also 
the French, Italian, and Spanish languages. 
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voder able masters. The Priocipal of tkis 
Seminary has availed herself of every advan* 
tage aod visited the best iostitutioos io order, 
to fender her plan and modes of instmcUoa 
and disciplinethe best possible, and her annual 
examinations bear testimony to the entire suc- 
cess of her indefatigable effi>rts. Pupils have, 
been sent forth from this Seminary into nearly 
every part o( this Union, enriched with the 
knowledge and adorned wiih the graces which 
it is so admirably adapted to impart 

There are several valuable schools for boys^ 
among which may be particularly mentioned 
that of Mr. Abbot» an English and Classical 
Academy of Ugk ptder. 

Of the present state of Georgetown our in« 
telligent fellow .citizen, Mr. Sessfofd, whose 
statistical information of the district is generally 
accurate, reports that considerable improve* 
ments have been made in Georgetown in im* 
proving the sireets, the erection of new build* 
ings, &c A large iron rolling factbry is 
nearly completed, adjoining the aqueduct A 
cotton fiictory is now in successful operation* 
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ft fa aWiti'cohtetnpIatioa to put tip two fnoi'ie 
flotrr mills, which are iniich'iTanted. as the 
traSe oKtfre Chesape^e ^i 'Ohio Oifaal iSi 
^eac, and hipSlly hier^s!t%, ttni Aete ^ 
liow a tiiiT prospect of its compfetidn'toTum- 
betlancl : WMch, When dofie^ tftlfc^iiti^^ T)¥^ 
ttafle od It, and no doubt fe 'a teW yeaVs eqlftd 
atay dthet canal ib the cotinfrf. ^The detnahd 
for the snperioT coal Woi^e will giVe fbill erti' 
iJloy ftiT 'fcoatsr. tTonr, JWin, li«y, SrdSod, 
lime, &e.r wHIle Ihhiisbed k albirndsiEiceTor 
hovne consnmjptloh and ^poi^il6b. The 
Ifinds contifi^oQs win increase ih value/hblir 
villages, i&c, spring trp, ^ni iht fac^itt^ oJF 
transportation to the Tf e^ l>b UteaAy 'p^ml• 
niOteci. 

About three tttrtei abdV^HSI'^gfeto^ bn 
dito PotOihac, Is ftr6>6te^4ffikV!fe^iispteJ«!Si««^^ 
6n lelie 6|)p6^{te j^ge. It baXi bifr Iqpptciibhi^ 
by hn excellent road klon^'th^ towjpi^ dflh^ 
Ches^peAke atad CfhlE^X^^al, IbA8 #^ \tt^^ 
tepi^ a Yish firom ^ny atMil^r'of i^ IM 
]^turesqi:^6«e€to6lr^. 
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' fT«»dtyrthmiffl^naknge^wi^^iiitl|eI^ 

«j«y>ftg a wry hi®b c4»rftct#r far. th^ idm* 
ners aod virtues of, its k^^abilantSt an4 abip bt 
tumj. cown^xaM »4v)aiKng^ It ^arrks^a 
GOBttd«cabtei tsada wiUi ihe, WeiBtr Indietf a^ 
^. wiih;]^rope^ !aii4 widi tbe ctastera aiKl 
i%ialMerft,8l^«s.; grfae Iowa U ki4 pff at riglvl 
lOgled, 9f^ 48 tli# resi^ei^^^of a QU|Dber-of ,(44> 
^ Vta(ihy, fsu^^Mi^ wbp still .^i^hibk tl^a 
ro>l»nii^r8 .of yirgioian^ Qf U^ tiai^ of **Fit^ 
iiafb..of Quk^anvapd pf W^Wngton/' .. j; 
fi Tt»9 Aj^iatof ^ho» from t^ west^n front 
%(l;i\^p Qe^]^\^Qy^looii^ the beaqtifu], a#4 
4ilf^4M iJfim ifs^^b sliretc^ beaeat^i;)^ 
IMroip^4)it, will itifp^rp, at the 4i9iaiM^e of «ji>qpt 
#iXin^.toiMi^80utlKtM8bP9yp(>i^ F^iji^ 
. timiQttm^fomg it ^re/i^rdefkby tho atea^i* 
b^a^, wbicb.piy at.alm^ every t^ur ofxt^ 
day« and also by a bridge across the Po^kof^B^Mi. 

iftd^.iMsi wfMM.tojroiJil^v %\^ ^ujjkioftly 
dutiful feetores of UieiaterveiiiDgcoimt»y#*f^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"^ 



r 



184 



▲ i.vxik»»miA. 



the graceful outline of the VirgiDia hills, con- 
fronted by those of Maryland — the broad and 
majestic expanse of the Potomac — all conspire 
lo render an excursion to Alexandria one of 
the most agreeable incidents which .can await 
the sojourner in Washington. ' 

Few, comparatiYciy, of the interior towns of 
the Unitpd States can look bock, like Alexan- 
dria, on the vicissitiMles of nearly a century* 
Its foundation dates from 1748 ; and that it was 
early a place of some note is shown by the 
fiict, that five t:olohiaI Governors met here by 
appointment, in 1775, to take measures with 
General Braddock respecting his expedition to 
the^ West. That expedition proceeded from 
Alexandria; and tradition slill points to the 
site tm which now stands the older Episcopal 
Church, (but then *^m the woods,'^)as the spot 
where he pitched his tents, while the road over 
the western hills, by which his army withdrew, 
long bote the name of this unfortunate com* 
mander. 

But the reminisences vfhkh the Alexandriana 
mos^eherish are those which associate Iheur 
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town witk tiie domeftic attsekmmite «ad babto 
of WashingKHi. The reider of kit kttert m$A' 
addrtsaet will remember tkat he eoDiiantlj 
^wakt of them as his old aod valued Mloww 
cktient, hit kind and cherished neighbora asd 
attotiates. Writing from Yorktown he at* 
ti^ct Ihem thtii Amidst all the Ticistittides of 
time «iid fortune, he should ever Regard with 
panieolar afiection Ihe eitizens and inhabitaats 
of Alexandria.'' On another occasion he metH 
tioBs. with temning exuitatM>n, that the people 
of Alexandria, wko, on hearing of the ratifies* 
tion of the Constitution by the requisite num* 
ber of States, had determined to vote a day ot 
&sltf ily, ** constituted the first public ats^rably 
wkick kad the pleasure of pouring out a liba* 
tioo to tbe ten States that had actually adopted 
the Creneral Government" This friendly in* 
terett was manifested on every occasion^ and a 
legacy of £1,000 to a free school In the town 
testifies that it eeated only with hit life. Nor 
were, the Alexaodiiaiis backward in aeknow- 
lodging, Qor have they tince beea uttnindful 
of, the lioftor vfhkh to iBtimaie and coidial aa 
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iolaD^iicaeHeosferrodaupott tlieir city* Of the 
qiHipidbies whtek roftfsuNd hifni&.dieiioar 
irfjdtffionky, 0{,ihd ^cclnpofttion* wfaick|;ce^ 
•d liiai in ihotof hia iiuccess, ikHrs were nel 
&e lent ierreat or the le^t welcome.. It was 
thtB ''voice from home" which* amid the afit 
liiauees of the world, seemed eferto.come willi 
liiost iiOf&eptaDee to the heart of WasluiigtiMi. 
The JBirahgec in Alexandna is still pbimed.to 
the chunsh of which he was a Testryroan^ to 
the pew in which he customarily sate; and ma- 
B^^ striking memoriaiB of hia varied life are 
easefuUy p»serred., 

. Among the public w^rks which attest the 
wpkh or animate th^ hopes of the Afexabdh* 
ans, the 6rst phiee is nodoubledly due to the 
ISanal, • recently completed. The intelligent 
oteervsr who views the Aequeduct atO^rge- 
lewn; rWhicfa ' fonns a part of- «t» will be dstdn- 
ished that so stupendous sn andertaking should 
have entered into the^ eontemplatwn of a con* 
miinity like that of Alexandria. Not is it po^ 
siUe that it eonid ha«e i>een efieeted -umil after 
long years 4»f embarrassment and distress, had 
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not the timely aSdf^ tM FedenI Gov^nuqwl 
beeo. extended to the iinA^ « This canal viU 
open to Aiexandrta the reacMtreds of the np* 
per Potomac, mid caoiet oa the town iiaaur* 
ptoed'&ci lities for amnubctaring. Theeftan-^ 
dance and cheapness of proTisions, and theaa* 
lubrity.of the arr, are ftroraUetathie object; 
lind many fionrishing. maniffactoriea of kon, 
feather, peltrieis, &c., already exist 

In the neighborhood of this ^ity is the The* 
olojjicfti Seminary of the £pisoopal Church of 
Virginia; With several able ^ad* learned pio* 
fessors, 

A new CoQTt Honse, ^ large dimeBsk>te 
and handsome design, ha^ recently been added 
td the eonvenr^cjps.of the fowm 

The Miiseoro, kept in rooms over the nmt^ 
ket house, is well wocih attentioa^ comprtsiB^ 
as it d^es^m^re personal relicB of* Geaeial 
WasbittgCon thala con be found eisewbeie, asd 
also a large and curious* coUeettoa of speci- 
mens in Nigral Ijistocy^ 
. The churches. and hoives of. wvrahfpb^^ 
longing to the town ate oiniieroas, commodi* 
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dot, and well attended. Public achooit are 
many, and their exemplar j character has ae« 
quired for Alexandria wide repute at a theatre 
pt education. It will not be invidious to par* 
tieuiarizethe one kept by Benjamin HalloweU, 
since its numerous sehoiars have carried its 
reputation into every part of the Union. 

Within a few years past^an association styled 
the Lyceum, and accommodated in a new and 
tasteful edifice, built of free»stone, after the 
Doric order, has served to evince that the eit- 
ixeus of Alenndriaare not behind the most 
enlightened communities of the age in a love 
of letters, or a zeal for improvement. The 
course of lectures delivered during the winter, 
brings together with great regularity a crowd- 
ed aiudience, and to the ordinary attractions of 
the institution have occasionally been added 
the names of suck lecturers as Adams, Bftrnard| 
Gushing, Goodrich, Gurley, &c. 

A large cotton factery has lately been erect* 
ed, also a handsome edifice called Ckid Fellows' 
Hal^and other improvements have been made, 
creditable to the enterpri'/e of Alexandria. 
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Large quantities of flour are aihipped from 
AleXalidria/aDd recenflj tlie coal trade is be* 
comiog of some importance while kiereased 
attention is given to mtennfiictureflL Rising by 
a gentle cedirity from the water's edge^ the 
<:buntry subsides into a wide and ferel plaio, 
until it ^eocbes^ the base of a range of faiHs 
whose summits, at different points, (such as 
Shuter's Hrll; Mount Ida, Arlington, ^.,) 
present a succession of views, which for extent, 
variety, and beatity, it might be ditiicult to rival 
Th6 population of Alexandria by the een* 
susof 1840, was: whites, 5,758 ; free cohnred, 
1,627,- slaves, 1,074; total, 8,459* 



MOUNT VERNON* 
^TBE to be cherished spot — dear id iha 
heart of every American ! 

The picture herewith presented of thk 
llassio and patriotic shrine, is eminently eof> 
rect. This seat of the illoatrioUs man who 
trill ever be first in the hearts of his country* 
men is distant from Washingtoui on the ViN 
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gltkia. tide of .ihe Potomfic, fifteen mites. The 
m#8t niMal n^e of visitiog it» is by takioga 
Ute^ni^baat to Alexandria, and a passage thence 
(Mff^ wiles) in a coiach or omnibus, > 

' l^e central part of thei Mount Vernon bouse 
w^ built by ^Lawrence Washingtcp, brother 
lo jtbe Qeneral ; the wings were added by the 
Geiierai, and the whole named after Admiral 
yeraon, under whom Lawrence \ya8hingtop 
had served. The hpise is of wood, two 
series high, ninety-six feet in lengtlx»an(l with 
a^portico extending the whole distance^ It 
contains 01^ the, ground floor six rooms, pne of 
them at the northeast, large and lofty, with a 
fine marble mantel piece sent Jto General Wash- 
ington firom Italy. 

In froni €^ tl^e hcp^e apd ^cadttaliy sloping 
down to the river is a handsome law|ii«|nbra« 
cing Bve or aix acres planted with poplars and 
shTubbery. This pl^e,.on the death of . Ihe 
late Judge Washington, passed into the po^- 
.PQS^ipn of his nepih^w,,lohn Augustine Wash- 
ington. The gardens and green house planted 
An4 pjire^served by Gen^J Washipgion baye 
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bisea eaiefolly guarded^ and are.ohjiectt of 
great intefett to visitotb. - The library rooA 
refiaiii$ as v^lieaqicctipiedl)^ G«i»rfil Waah^ 
ingioQ. -A sunoKQer beuaie 9t^s about iwo 
Jiepdred ynrds.froi^ the house, and. very near 
Ihe mer« jand e«mmciftds A goodly prii^tp^ct of 
4ho Potooaae aad o]»po$ilo HaryWd ;«hore. 
On (hie hilt tide towards Ihc^ rirer^iBl ab9uione 
JiOodred and fifty yards west from^be summer 
bouse, and perhaps thtrtytodairom the houses 
vi ibe. vault where wpose the reriiaios of 
Washington* Every thi«g about JMotrnt 
VferooB is in kseprag whh ihogreatman whose 
hoilf^ it wa0. The trees ireiatge and sh^y* 
The cristas tbttoiigh .the i^ods^ commanding 
^limi^es of the glitter tng river and the passing 
sails^ the green slopes basking in the atin 
«q4 g^radaaily losing themaeives beneath iho 
shadowy nnderbrusb^ preaeni a beautifoiand 
picturesque scene. The house itself is two 
Stories high, and surmbunted by a sinalLctipo- 
Ja, with a weathercock* th6 gilding of .which^ 
iholQgh ancieht and storih beaten, is as brii^ 
liai^ W if it had hean done but yi^sterday; 
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Thm pkxzii reaches from the ^rdmid to the 
Mifvt of the roof, ftod ir guarded on the tdp 
by m light wad taeteftil baltistradev The pil- 
lam are large and graceful, and present a 
ainiple and grand idea to the mind. Be- 
neath this porch the Father of his country 
was accustomed to. walk, and the ancient 
atones^ to hearts of enthusiastie patriotism, are 
fait of deep and meditative interest. The in- 
lerior is wainscotted, after the fashion of those 
days, with highly wrought cornices and shafls. 
The rooms are generally small, except the 
dining room* which isa spacious and hospitable 
ball. The whole house presents a curious 
apeetaele. Every thing reminds one of former 
(hiys; and in treading the halls of Mount 
YernoQ, the mind reverts incessantly to that 
majestic form, whose shadow cast upon those 
very walls, seems to the mind'^ eye, ready to 
start before us into life. 

The cedars on the sodded vault are witheted. 
Here slept from the day of his burial until 
within a few ftats back thebody of the lllus* 
trious^hief. Anew vault was built a short 
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distance ofi^ and thither he was removed. In 
a sarcophagus now sleep the remains of 
Washington. The lid is wrought with the 
arms of his country, and the simple hut elegant 
epitaph is his name. By his side, in a corre- 
sponding tomh, are the ashes of "Martha, 
consort of Washington." This tomh is sur^ 
rounded hy several venerable old oaks, and 
thick shrubbery spreads its foliage down the 
hill to the water's edge. The evergreen boughs 
of the cedar are interspersed among the oaks, 
and the position ot the sepulchre is very pic- 
turesque and appropriate. When La&yette 
visited the tomb he descended alone into the 
vault, and after a few minutes appeared bathed 
in tears. When leaving the vault, Mr. Custis 
presented General Lafayette .with a goIcHing 
containing some of the hair of Washington. 
Qeorge W. Lafayette stated to Mr. Levasseur 
that every thing in the house was as when he 
saw it twenty-eight years before. He found 
in the place where Washington himself had left 
it, the principal key of the bastile, which had 
been sept to him by La&yette. 
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BLA0ENSBURG. 

History has the name of Bladehsburg re- 
corded in her annals, and to the visiter at the 
seat of Government, it must always be an object 
of interest. It is situated on the turnpike 
road leading from Washington to Baltimore, 
and before the Revolution was a town of' some 
commercial importance, transacting considera- 
ble business in tobacco, flour, and other agri- 
cultural produce ; but it is now only a:8mall 
village, ' ' 

The view presents the heights around the 
viilage,and the|b ridge over the Eastern Branch, 
which, though it flows here a shalldw ktreahi, 
afterwards assumes the bold features of a river. 
The road in the foreground is that along which 
the British army marched to th6 battle; atnd 
afterwards to Washington. On this bridge the 
English fell in column, swept off by rep^eated 
discharges of the American artillery. In vain, 
for some moments, were the comqoiaiidff of of- 
ficers — in vain the force of thorough discipline 
and approved courage. The forces touldnot 
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advance ; they wavered under the terrible dis- 
charge: and had the scenes of that unfortu- 
nate day been equalled by the check given the 
enemy on the bridge of Bladensburg, the me- 
tropolis of the natjon would not have fallen 
under the fires of an invading army. 

DUELLING GROUND. 

Within a mile and a half of Bladensburg 
is the celebrated Duelling Ground. It is en- 
closed by two hills, at the base of which runs 
a small and reedy brook. To the east the hills 
sweep round a little and conceal the parties 
from the Baltimore and Washington turnpike 
road. The District line runs through this val- 
ley, and the parties from the District of Co- 
lumbia and Virginia pass over the line into 
Maryland, and thus evade the laws of their own 
territories, Those of Maryland pass over into 
the linjits of the District of Columbia, This 
spot is about four miles from Washington. 
Here fell Decatur, in his duel with Commodore 
Barron ; and here has blood been often shed, to 
satisfy a sanguinary code of honor. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 



CONCLVSION. 



CONCLUSION. 

We might mention several places and coun* 
try seats of great beauty and interest in the vi- 
cinity of Washington. The Mansion House 
of the late General J. P. Van Ness, occupying 
the spot where stood the farm house of David 
Burns, one of the principal proprietors of the 
ground of the city, is situated on the low land 
near the Potomac, nearly south of the Pres- 
ident's House. It is a commodious edifice, sur- 
rounded by fine trees, and an ample and well 
cultivated garden. Th»- building, adorned by 
a handsome stone portico, and the Tiarious im- 
provements, are in excellent taste. Near 
Bladensburg, about six miles north-east from 
Washington, on a fine lawn, is the seat of the 
late George Calvert, a lineal descendant of 
Lord Baltimore. The venerable country seat 
of the late Mr. Carrol of Duddington, near the 
Navy Yard, is, even in its decay, an object of 
interest. We cannot notice as particularly as 
we could desire Kalorama, the former resi- 
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dence of Joel Barlow, beautifully situated near 
the rising ground of Rock Creek ; Meridian 
Hill, the former abode of Commodore Porter, 
but now owned by F. F. Cox, Esq.; or the 
very eligible country seats of Messrs. Stone, 
Parris, Riggs, Gales, Birch, and Rives, all in- 
viting to the eye of the stranger, and adorned 
by the taste and rendered still more attractive 
by the hospitality of their proprietors. 

Every year is adding to the number and 
resources of our citizens, and to their private 
and public improvement. The City of Wash- 
ington is an object of interest to the inhabitants 
of distant lands. Mai(^y a pilgrim seeks it from 
remote regions, attracted thither by the illustri- 
ous name it bears, and animated by the hope 
that here, in the centre of the great republic of 
liberty, he may find her choicest blessings. 
Here indeed are they found, and not solitary 
and alone, but in connection with a mild and 
salubrious climate, a soil capable ol high cul- 
tivation and the best productions, with the 
choicest luxuries of the land and the sea, ex- 
cellent advantages for education, and frequent 
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access to the noblest display of argumeDt and 
eloquence in the Supreme Court and in Con* 
gress, and a society, if equalled, not surpassed 
in intelligence and courtesy by any in the 
world. Here too is religion venerated, and 
many temples of the Most High open weekly 
their gates to sincere and devout worshipers* 
Even in the hall of the Capitol, is divine ser- 
vice performed, every Sabbath during the ses- 
sion of Congress. The voice of religious in- 
struction and the anthems of holy praise, ele- 
vate the sentiments of the great congregation 
to Him before whom all nations are less than 
nothing and vanity. 
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MEMBERS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 



SENATE. 



MAINE. 

Hannibal Haoilin, 
Jas. W. Bradbury, 

NCW HAMPSHIEiB. 

John P. Hale, . 
Moses Norris, jr., 

VERMONT. 

Samael S. Phelps, 
William Upham, 

MASBAOHiraRTTS. 

Daniel Webster, 
John Day 18, 

RHODS ISLAND 

Albert C. Greene, 
John H. Clarke, 

CONNECTICUT. 

Roger S. Baldwin, 
Truman Smith, 

NEW YORK. 

Dann S. Diekinson, 
Wm. H. Seward, 



Term 
expires. 

1851 
1853 



1853 
1855 

1851 
1853 

1851 
1853 

1851 
1853 



1851 
1855 

1851 
1855 



NEW JERSEY. 



Wm. L. Dayton, 
Jacob W. Miller, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Daniel Sturgeon, 
James Cooperi - 

DELAWARE. 

John Wales, 
Presley Spruance, 

MARYLAND. 

Benj. C. Howard, 
James A. Pearce, 

VIRGINIA. 

James M. Mason, 
Robt. M. T. Hunter, 

NORTH CAROLINA, 

Willie p. Mangum. 
George E. Badger, 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

John C. Calhom, 
A. P. Butler, - 



Term 
expires. 

. 1851 

. 1853 



1851 
1855 

1851 
1853 

1851 
1855 

1851 
1853 

1853 
1855 

1853 
1835 
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OKOROIA. 




INDIANA. 




.1"hn M. Berrien, 
Win. C. Dawson, 


. 1853 
. 1855 


Jesse D. Bright, 
James Whitcomb, 


1851 
1855 


AMABAMA. 




ILLINOIS. 




Benj. Filzpatrick, 
William U. King, 


. 1853 
. 1855 


Stephen A. Douglas, - 
James Shields, - 


1853 
1855 


FLORIPA. 




MIOBIOAN, 




David L. Yufee, 
Jdckson Morton, 


- 1851 
. 1855 


Lewis Cass, 
Alpheus Feleh, • 


1851 
1853 


MIB8IBSIPPI. 




WISCONSIN. 




JtsiFerson Davis, 
Henry 8. Foote, 


■ 1851 
- 1853 


Henry Dodge, - 
Isaac P. Walker, 


1851 
1855 


LOUISIANA. 




IOWA. 




8f)lomou U. Downs, - 
Pierre Soule, 


. 1853 
1855 


George W. Jones, 
Angustus C. Dodge, - 


1853 
1855 


TENNESSEE. 




MISSOUKI. 




Hopkins L. Turney, - 
John Bell, 


• 1851 
. 1853 


Thos H. Benton, 
David R. Atchison, - 


1851 
1855 


KENTUCKY. 




ARKANSAS. 




Jos. R. Underwood, • 
Henry Clay, 


1853 

• 1855 


Solon Borland, - 


1853 
1855 


OHIO. 




TEXAS. 




Thomas Cor win, 
Salmon P. Chase, 


- 1851 
■ 1855 


Thoma* J. Rusk, 
Sam. Houston. 


1851 
1853 



yGoogk 



WASHINGTON GUIDE. 



153 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 



MAINE. 



Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Elbridge Gerry, 
Rufus K. Goodenow, 
Nathaniel S. Litltefield, 



John Otis, 
CuUen SawtcUe, 
Charles Stetson . 



. Harry Hibbard, 
Charles H. Peaslee, 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Amos Tuck, 
James Wilson. 

VERMONT. 



William Hebsrd, 
William Henry, 



James Meaciiam, 
Lucius B. Peck. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 



Charles Allen, 
George Aslimun, 
James H. Duncan, 
Orrin Fowler, 
Joeeph Grin null. 



P miel P. King, 
Horace Mann, 
Jnlms Rockwell, 
Robert C. Wintlirop, 
Vac jncy. 



RHODE ISLAND. 
Nathan F. Dixon, Goorge G. King. 



CONNECTICUT. 



Walter Booth, 
Thomas P. Butler, 



Chauncey F, Cleveland, 
Lorenzo P. Waldo. 
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NEW YORK. 



Henry P. Alexander, 
Georjjre R. Andre Wf, 
Henry Bennett, 
DaTtd A. Bokae, 
George Brigg^, 
James Brooks, 
Lorenzo Burrows, 
Charles E. Clarke, 
Harmon S. Conger, 
William Duer, 
Daniel Gott, 
Hennon D. Gould, 
Ransom Halloway, 
William T. Jackson, 
John A. King, 
Preston King, 
Orsamus B. Mattison, 



Thomas McKissock, 
William Nelson, 
J. Phillips Phoenix, 
Harvey Putnam, 
Gideon Reynolds, 
Elijah Risley, 
Robert L. Rose, 
David Rumsey, jr. 
William A. Sackett, 
Abraham M. Schermerhorn, 
John L. SSchooIcraft, 
Peter H . Silvester. 
Eibridge G. Spaulding, 
John R. Thurman, 
Walter Underbill, 
Hiram Walden, 
Hugh White, 



NEW JERSEY. 



Andrew K. Hay, 
James G. King, 
William A. Newell, 



John Van Dyke, 
Isaae Wild rick. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 



Chester Butlor, 
Samuel Calvin, 
Joseph Casey, 
Joseph R. Chandler, 
Jqsso C Dickey, 
Milo M Dimmick, 
John Frecdley, 
Alfred Gil more, 
Mo8u« H impton, 
John VV. Howe, 
Lew IF C. Levin, 
Job Minn, 



Jamen X. McLanahan, 
Henry D. Moure, 
Henry Nes, 
Andrew J. Ogle, 
Charles W. Pitman, 
Robert R Reed, 
John Rabbins, jr. 
Thomas Ross, 
Tliaddeus Stevens; 
Williaoi Strong, 
Junes Thompson, 
David Wihnol. 
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John W. Houston. 



DELAWARE. 



MARYLAND. 



Richard J. Bowie, 
Alexander Evans, 
William T. Hamilton, 



Edward Hammond, 
John B. Kerr, 
Robert M. MoLane« 



VIRGINIA.. 



Thomas H. Averett, 
Thomas H. Bayly, 
James M . H. Beale, 
Thomas S. Bocook, 
Henry A. Edmondson, 
Thomas S. Haywood, 
Alexander R. Holladay, 
Jamee McDowell, 



Fayette McMollen, 
Richard K. Meade, 
John S. Millson, 
Jeremiah Morton, 
Richard Parker, 
Paulas Powell, 
James A. Seddon. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



William S. Ashe, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Thomas L. Clingman, 
John R. J. Daniel, 
Edmund Deberry, 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 



David Outlaw, 
Augustine H. Sheppard, 
Edward Stanly, 
Abraham W. Venable. 



Armistead Burt, 
William F. Colcock, 
Isaac E. Holmes, 
John McQueen, 

Howell Cobb, 
Thomas C. Haokett, 
Hugh A. Haralson, 
Thomas Butler King, 



James L. Orr, 
Daniel Wallace, 
Joseph A. Woodward. 



GEORGIA. 



Allen T. Owen, 
Alexander H. Stephens, 
Robert Toombs, 
Marshall J. Welbora. 
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ALABAMA. 



Albert J. Alston, 
Franklin W. Bowdon, 
Williomson R. W. Cobb, 
Samson W. Hirris, 

MISSISSIPPI 



Henry W. Hilliard, 
David Hubbard, 
Samuel W. Inga. 



Albert 6. Brown, 
Winfield S. FeatberBton, 



William Mc Willie. 
Jacob Thompson. 



LOUISIANA. 



Charles M. Conrad, 
John H. Harmanson, 



Joseph Cable, 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
David K. Carter, 
Moses B. Cor win, 
John Crowell, 
David T. Disney, 
Nathan Evans, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
Moses Hoagland, 
William F. Hunter, 
John K. Miller, 



Linn Boyd, 
Daniel Breck, 
George A. Caldwell, 
James L. Johnson, 
Humphrey Marshall, 



Emile Li Sere, 
Isaac E. Morse. 



OHIO. 



Jonathan D. Morris, 
Edson B. Oldsi 
Emery D. Potter, 
Josepn M. Root, 
Robert C. Schonok, 
Charles Sweetzer, 
John L. Taylor, 
Samuel F. Vinton, 
William A. WhittloMy, 
Amos E. Wood. 



KENTUCKY, 



John C. Mason, 
Finis E. McLean, 
Charles S. Morehead, 
Richard H. Stanton, 
John B. Thompson. 
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^TENNESSEE. 



Josiah M Anderson, 
Andrew Ewing, 
Meredith P. Gentry, 
Isham 6. Harris, 
Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, 



Nathaniel Albertson, 
William J. Brown, 
Cyrus L* Dunham, 
Graham N. Fitch, 
Willis A. Gorman, 



Edward D. Baker, 
William H. Bissell, 
Thomas L. Harris, 
John A. McClernand, 



Waiiam V. N. Bay, 
James B. Bowl in, 
James S. Green, 



John H. Savage, 
Frederick P. Stanten, 
James H. Thomas, 
Albert G. Watkins, 
Christopher H. Williams. 



INDIANA. 



Andrew J. Harlan, 
George W. Julian, 
Joseph E. McDonald, 
Edward W. McGaughey, 
John L. Robinson. 



ILLINOIS. 



William A. Richardson, 
John Went worth, 
Thomas R. Young. 



MISSOURI. 



Willard P. Hall, 
John S. Phelps. 



ARKANSAS. 



Robert W. Johnson. 



Kinsley 8. Bingham, 
Alexander W. Buel, 



MICHIGAN. 

William Sprague. 
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FLORIDA. 
E. Cftrrington Cabell. 

TEXAS. 
Volney E. Howard, Dayid S. Kaufman. 

IOWA. 
Shepherd Leffler, William Thompson . 

WISCONSIN. 

OrsamusCole, Charles Darkee. 

James D. Doty, 

OREGON. 

S. R. Thurston. 

MINNESOTA. ' 
Henry H. Sibley. 
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List of Ministers^ Consuls, and other Diplomatie and Com> 
mercial Agents of the United States in Foreign Countries, 
and of the places of their residence, corrected at the Depart" 
ment of State to January 1, 1850. 

BRITISH DOMINIONS* 

Abbott Lawrence, Snvoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
^tentiary, London. 
John C. B. Davis, Secretary of Legation, London. 

CONSULS. 

England — Thos. Aspinwall, London ; Albert Davy, Leeds % 

rhomas L. Crittenden, Liverpool ; Manchester; 

Francis B. Ogden, Bristol ; Robert W. Fox, Falmouth ; 
liiomas Were Fox, Plymouth ; Charles W. Fenton, South, 
impton and Cowes. 

Scotland, — Robert Grieve, Leith, Ft. of Edinburgh ; Stew- 
ard Steel, Dundee ; James Cowdin, Glasgow. 

Ireland* — Hugh Kcenan, Dublin ; James McDowell, Bel- 
fast ; Robert L. Longhead, Londonderry ; Alfred Mitchell, 
Cork; Thomas M. Persse, Gal way. 

China. — Frederick T. Bush, Hong Kong. 

East Indies. — Samuel Simpson, Bombay ; Joseph Balestier^ 
Singapore ; Charles HuflTnagle, Calcutta. 

In and near Europe and Africa. — Horatio J, Sprague, 
Gibraltar; William Winthrop, Island of Malta ; Isaac Chase, 
[/ape Town, Cape of Good Hope; William Carrol, Fort 
(ionis. Isle of France. 

North America, — Israel D. Andrews, St. Johns, (N. B.) and 
Canada ; T. B. Livingston, Halifax, Nova Scotia ; Benjamin 
H. Norton, Pictou, Nova Scotia. 

South ilmeriea.— Charles Benjamin, Demerara^ British 
{iuiana. 

13 
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AuBtralia. — James H. William, Sidney, New Soath Wales ; 
E. Hathaway, Jr., Hobart Town . 

West Indies, . — Bermuda ; Elie Beatty Grafft 

NtBsau Bahama Islands ; B. Everett Smith, Turk's Island s 
Robert Monroe Harrison, Kingston, Jamaica; William R. 
Hayes, Barbadoes ; E. B. Marache, Island of Trinidad. 

Central Ameriea* — Christopher Hempstead, Belize Honda- 
ras. 

COMMERCIAL AGENTS. 

Jno. W. Carrol, Island of St. Helena ; Wm. T. ThurstoD, 
St. Christopher ; Richard S. Higinbotbom, Antigaa« 

RUSSIA. 



- Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten« 



tiary, Saint Petersburg. 

■ ■ Secretary of Legation, Saint Petersburg 

CONSULS. 

On the Baltic Sea. — Abraham P. Gibson, Saint Peten« 
burg; Alexander Schwartz, Riga ; Edmund Brandt, Arch- 
angel • 

On the Black Sea — John Ralli, Odessa. 

FRENCH DOMINIONS. 

Wm. C. Rives, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni« 
potentiary, Paris. 
Henry Shelton Sanford, Secretary of Legation, Paris. 

CONSULS. 

Robert Walsh, Paris; James Heudebert, Lyont; N* Hol- 
lander, Sedan ; August Furtado, Bayonne. 
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Ports on the Atlantic^'horenzo Draper, Havre ; Hjpolite 
Roques, Nantes; Francis M. Aaboyneau, La Rochelle; 
Frederick Kabl, Bordeaux. 

Porto on the Mediterranean, — John L. Hodge, Marseilles. 

West Indies.-^ ohn W. Fisher, Point-a-Pitre, Guadaloape ; 
tirabriei G. Fleurot, St. Pierre, Martiniqae. 

French Guiana, — J. W. Fabens, Cayenno. 

Africa, - — — . Algiers. 

SPANISH DOMINIONS, 

Daniel M. Barringer, Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter 
Plenipotentiary, Madrid. 
Horatio J. Perry, Secretary of Legation, Madrid. 

CONSULS. 

Maximo de Aguinre, Bilbao ; Alexander Burton, Cadix ; 

Creorge Reed, Malaga; Justus Pou, Barcelona; 

Fort Mahon, Island Minorca. 

Cuba. — Robert B. Campbell, Havana ; Thomas M. Rodney, 
Matanzaa; Samuel McLean, Trinidad-de-Cubaj Thoisas 
fiewall, Sant-Iago de- Cuba. 

Puerto Rico, — James C. Gallaher, Ponce ; George Latimer, 

San Juan or St. John's; — Mayaguez; William 

H. Tracy, Guayama . 

Other Spanish Islands. — Edward F. Weld, Teneriffe, 
Canary ; Alfred H. P. Edwards, Manilla, Phiilippine . 

PORTUGUESE DOMINIONS. 

James Brown Clay, Charge d* Affaires, Lisbon. 

CONSULS. 

IVittg'tf!.— Horacd Smith, Lisbon and all of Portagal ; 
Robert P. De Silver, Macao. 
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Portugue$e /«Zoiid».— Charleg W. Dabney, Fayal, Azoroj ; 
John H. March, Funchal, Madeira ; Montgomery D. Parker, 
Saint Jago CipaVerd. 

BELGIUM. 

Thomas G. Clem eon, Charge d' Affaires, Brussels. 
William H. Vesoy, consul, Antwerp. 

L..^ DOMINIQNS OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

Aogaste Davezac, Charge d'Affaires, Hague. 

CONSULS. 

JfoZZiinrf.— Albert Lange, Amsterdam ; William S. Camp- 
bell, Rotterdam. » < . i 

Coloniea of the Netherlands, — B^tavia, Java, 

East India Island ; Francis W. Cragin, Paramaribo, Sunnam. 

COMMEIICIAL AGENTS. 

Charles Rey, St. Martin; John Erans Young. Cura^oa. 
West India Island. 

DANISH DOMINIONS. 

Walter Forward, Charge d'Affaires, Copenhagen. 
' Denmark.— Charles F. Ryan, consul, Copenhagen i U.T. 
iLRalnals, consul, Elsineur. 
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WtBt Indies, — David Rogers, consul, Sainte Croiza, or 
S&nta Craz. Cbas. H. Delayan, Commercial Agent, St. 
Thomas. 

SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 

Francis Sefaroeder, Charge d' Affairs, Stockholm. 

Sweden. — Charles D. Arfwedson, consul, Stockholm ; 
Alex. Barclay, acting consul, Gothenburg, 

Norway, — Helmich Janson, consul, Bergen ; — ^.— — — . 
Porsgrund. 

PRUSSIA. 

Ed warp A. Hannegan, Envoy Extraordinary and Miniiter 
Plenipotentiary, Berlin. 

Theodore S. Fay, Secretaiy of Legation, Berlin. 

CGraebe, consul, Westphalia; John J. Osborne, consul, 
Aix La Chapelle ; Frederick Schillow, consul, Stettin. 

AUSTRIA. 

James Watson Webb, Charge d'Affaires, Vienna. 
J G. Schwarz, consul, Vienna:; — -^ < €■■ ■ !, 

Trieste ; A. G. Macay, consul, Venice. 



SAXON r 

fMohr, oonsul 



George Mohr, oonsul, Dresden ; John G. Flugel, «oniaI« 



BAVARIA. 



Charles Obermayer, consul, Augilburg; Phillip GeisM, oon- 
•Hi, Nuromburg. 

WURTEMBURG. 

Chades L. Fleischmann, consul, Stnttgard. 
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HANOVER. 

, consul. 

GRAND DUCHY^ OF HESSE CASSEL, AND GRAND 
DUCHY OF HESSE DARMSTADT. 

Charles Graebe, consul, Darmstadt. 

BAADEN. 

John Reiohard, consul, Manheim • 

HANSEATIC OR FREE CITIES. 

Samuel Brombergr, consul, Hamburg^ ; Ralph Kin^, consul, 
BrMDCB ; Ernest Schwendier, consul, IVankfort on the fi^iiTn. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Nathan Burchard, consul, Basil or Basle. 

SARDINIAN STATES. 

Nathaniel Niles, Chargre d* Affaires, Turin. 
Daniel 143 Roy, consul, Grenoa ; J. B. Wilbor, sonr., consul^, 
Nioo. 

TUSCANY. 

Edward Gamage, consul, Florence and Leghorn. 

PONTIFICAL STATES. 

Lewis Cass, Jr., Charge d'Aflf^iires, Rome. 
Wm. Carroll Smbrs, cansul, Rome; Joseph Moxier» CfiOL<% 
sul, Ancona. 
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KINGDOM OF THE TWO SICILIES. 

E. Joy Morris, Charge d'AfTaires, Naples. 
Alexander Hammett, consul, Naples ; John M. Marston, 
consal, Palermo, Sicily ; Alez. H. Clements, Meesina, Sicily. 

TURKISH DOMINIONS. 

George P. Marsh, Minister Resident, Constantinople. 

John P. Brown, Drogaroan, Constantinople. 

George A. Porter, eonsol, Constantinople : E. S. Offley, 
consul, Smyrna ; Jasper Chasseaud, consul, Beirout, Damas- 
cus, and Said, in Syria ; Merino de Mattey, consul, Cyprus. 

UNDER THE GOTERNMENT OF THE PASHA OF EGYPT. 

Daniel S. McCauley, consul general, Alexandria, Egypt. 

GREECE. 

John W. Mulligan, consul, Athens. 

BARBARY STATES. 

Thomas H. Hyatt, consul, Tangters, Morocco ; Samael D. 
Heap, consul, Tunis, Tunis ; Marcus Junius Gaines, consul, 
Tripoli, Tripoli. 

' AFRICA. 

James W. Lugenbeel^ commercial agent, Monrovia. 

DOMINIONS OF THE IMAUM OF MUSCAT. 



' coDsol* Muscat ; Charlee Ward, coniol, lilaad 



of Zaniibar, near the east ooa^t of Africa. 
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CHINA. 

John W* Davis, Commisrioner. 

Peter Parker, Secretary and Interpreter. 

Paul S. Forbes, consul, Canton ; Henry Fries, consult 
Fonchow; Chas. Wm. Bradley, consul, Amoy; J. N. A* 
Griswold, consul, Shang Hai. 

SANDWICH OR HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



> Commissioner, Honolulu. 



Elijah H. Allen, consul, Honolulu. 

NAVIGATOR'S ISLANDS. 
— — —— commercial agent, Apia. 
SOCIETY ISLANDS. 
> — consul, TahitL 

NEW ZEALAND. 
John B. Williams, oonsnl. Bay nf Islands. 

FEEJEE ISLANDS. 
John B« Williams, commercial agent, Lanthala. 
HAYTI OR SAN DOMINGO. 

Ceorge F. Usher, Port An Prince ; Richmond Loring, Anz- 
Cayes ; John L. Wilson, Cape Haytien ; Jonathan Elliot, 
City of St. Domingo and Porto Plata ; commercial agents. 
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MEXICAN REPUBLia 

Robert P. Letcher, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen« 
ipotentiary, Mezloo. 

Robert M. Walsh, Secretary of Legation, Mexico. 

CONSULS. 

John Black, Mexico ; William R. Glover, City of Monterey, 
State of New Leon ; John S. Lucas, Paso del Norte. 

On the Atlantic Side, — Franklin Chase, Tampico, or Santa 
Anna de Tamaulipas; James F. Waddell, Matamoras; Wm. 
P. Rogers, Vera Cruz and Alvarado ; Edward Pprter, Tabas. 
co; — — — Lagana, Carmen Island; Lewis Morris, 
Campech€ ; ■ Menda and Sisal. 

On the Pacific Side — John Parrott, Mazallan ; G. W. P. 
Bissell, San Bias; John A. Robinson, Guaymas. 
■ oommereial agent, Chihuahua. 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 



E. Georsre Squier, Charge d' Affaires, Guatemala. 

Stephen U. Weems, consul, Guatemala; A. Follin, consul, 
Omoa and Truxillo ; Joseph W. Livingston, consul, San Juaq 
de Nicaragua. 

NEW GRANADA. 

Thomas M. Foote, Charge d'Afiliires, Bogota. 

On the Atlantic Side* — Ramon Leon. Sanchea, consul, 
Cartagena ; ■ consul, Santa Martha ; Harvey 

Gleason, ooDsnl, Cfaagres. 

On th« Pacific <St<fe«— Amos B. Corwine, consul, Panama, 
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VENEZUELA. 

J. Nevett Steel, Charge d* Affaires, Caracas. 
Roland Dabd, consul, Maracaibo ; Sou thy Grinalds, oonsul, 
Puerto Cabello; Louis Baker, consul, Laguayra. 

EQUATOR. 

J. T. Van Alen, Charge d'Affaires, Quito. 
M. P. Game, consul, Guayaquil. 

BRAZIL. 

Dafid Tod, Envoy Extraordinary and Minii>ter Plenipoten« 
tidry, Rio de Janeiro. 

T. J. Morgan, Secretary of Legation, Rio do Janeiro. 

CONSULS. 



• Maranham Island ; ■ ■ ■ Para ; — 



Pernambuco ; Edward Kent, Rio de Janeiro ; 

■ ■ Santos ; — — Suint Catherine's Island ; Thos. 

McGuire, Rio Grande ; Thomas Turner, Bahia de San SaWa* 
dor. 

URUGUAY OR CISPLATINE REPUBLIC. 
Robert M« Hamilton, consul, MonteFideo. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC OR BEUNOS AYRES. 

W. A. Harris, Charg^ d'Affaires. 

Joseph Graham, consul, Buenos Ayres; Jefferson Adams, 
consul, Rio Nrgro. 
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CHILE. 

Balie Peyton, Envoy Eitraordinory and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary, Sant-lago. 

B. R. Hardin, Secretary of Legation, Sant-Iago. 

Zabdiel W.Potter, consul, ValpnraiBo; Wm. Crosby, con- 
•ul, Talcabuano ; Samuel F. Haviland, consul, Coquimbo^ 

PERU. 

John R. Clay, Chargr^ d'Affaires, Lima. 
Stanhope Provost, consul, Lima ; Fayette M. Ringgold, con- 
sul, Africa ; Alezaader Roden, jr., consul, Paita. 

BOLIVIA. 

A. C. McClung, Charge d* Affaires, Cliuqnisaoa. 



LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AGENTS ACCREDITED TO THIS 
OOYERNMBNT) CORRECTED TO JANUARY 1, 1850. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Sir Henry Bulwer, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary. 

RUSSIA. 

M. Alex, de Bodisco, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 



Plenipotentiary. — Absent on leave 
Mr. Edward de 



Stoeckl, Acting Charge d* Affaires. 
Mr. de Cramer, second Secretary of the Legation. 

NETHERLANDS. 
The Chevalier F. M. W. Testa, Charge d*AffairfM. 
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SPAIN. 

ChoTalier Calderon de la Barcm EoToy Extraordinarj and 
Minuter Plenipotentiary. 
Cheralier Banuelos, first Secretary. 
8. de 8U?a« second Secretary. 

SWEDEN, 

A. de Lovenskiold, Charge d'Afiaires. 

DENMARK. 

Mr. Steen BiII€, Charge d'Aflfaires. 
Mr. Torben de Bill^, Attache. 

PORTUGAL. 

The commander de Figani^re e Morao, Minieter Resident. 
Senhor Frederico Francisco de la Figani^ re, Attach^. 

BELGIUM. 

Mr. Bosch Spencer, Charge d' Affaires. 

PRUSSIA. 

Frederick Von Gerolt, Minister Resident. 
Mr. Magnus, Attache. 

AUSTRIA. 

Chevalier Hulsemann, Charge d'Affaires. 

SARDINIA. 
Mr. L. Moi^si, Charge d'Affaires. 
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TWO SICILIES* 

Chevalier Martasoelli, Charge d* Affaires.. 
Mr. T. Ehicorsi, Secretary. 

GERMAN EMPIRE. 

Baron Von Roenn^, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary. 

MEXICO. 

Seiior Don Luis de la Rosa, Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary. 

Senor Don Salvador Itarbide, Secretary of Legation. 

Senor Don Antonio Sierra, Clerk. 

Seiior Don Vicente de la Barrera, Seiior Don Octaviano* 
Perez, Senor Don Angel Huici, Attaches, 

NEW GRANADA. 
Seiior Don Rafael Rivas, Charge d' Affaires. 

BRAZIL. 

The Chevalier T. Sergio de Macedo, Envoy Extraordinary 
^nd Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The Chevalier Duarte Gondin, Secretary of Legation. 

THE ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION, 

The Brigadier General Don Carlos de Alvear, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary. 

Senor Don Emilio de Alvear, Secretary of Legation. 

CHILE. 



Senor Don Manuel Carvallo, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. 
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Senor Don Francisco Astabaraaga, Secretary of Legation. 
Senor Don Zexion Freire, Attach^. 

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

James Jackson Jarves, Special Commissioner. 



CARRIAGE FARE OF WASHINGTON. 



An ACT in relation to haehney earriageg, eab9, and other ve- 
hides for the transportation of passengers^ and repealing alt 
other acts heretofore passed in relation thereto, 

Sbo. 9. And be it enacted. That eyery driver of a hackney 
carriage, cab, or other yebiclei who shall refuse to occupy the 
stand assigned by the Commissioner of Public Buildings for 
carriages while waiting within the Capitol square, or shall,, in 
said square, be guilty of a breach of any of the ordinances for 
regulating hackney carriages and drivers, or shall obstruct any 
of the police guards of the Capitol in the perfbrmance of the 
duties assigned them by the said Commissioner, or shall re- 
fuse to obey the orders given by them connected with the arri* 
yal, departure, and stands of said carriages, shall, if a free 
man, be fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars, and if the 
offence be committed by a xninor or slave, the owner of the 
hackney carriage, cab, or other vehicle, shall be liablis for the 
penalty. 

Sbo. 12. And be it enacted. That, from-and after the pas* 
sage of this act, the following rates of fare or charges for the 
conveyance of persons from one place to another in the city 
of Washington, in hackney carriages, cabs, or other vehicles 
carrying passengers for pay or hire, between daybreak and 
eight o'clock, P. M», shall not be exceeded, that is to say : 
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for each and every passenger, for any distance not overdone 
and a half mile, twenty-five cents ; for any distance overdone 
and a half mile, and not exceeding three miles, fifly cents: 
Provided^ In case any hackney carriage, cab, or other vehicle 
shall be detained for a longer period than five minutes, the 
driver thereof shall be allowed for the whole hack, cab, or 
other vehicle, the sum of twelve and a half cents for every 
fifleen minutes so detained, and for all conveyances or other 
detentions later than eight o'clock, P. M., the owner or dri* 
ver of hackney carriages, cabs, or other vehicles, may demand 
, and receive at the rate of fifly per centum on the foregoing 
charges in addition thereto. 

Seo. 13. And he it enacted^ That no owner or driver of a 
hackney carriage, cah, or*other vehicle carrying passengers 
for pay or hire, shall refuse to carry a passenger or passengers 
at the foregoing rates, or demand or receive any greater siioi 
for the conveyance of any person than the rates of fare by 
this act established ; nor shall the driver of any hackney oar^ 
riage, cab, or other vehicle carrying passengers for pay or hire^ 
when carrying any number of passengers more than two, or 
when the passengers in the vehicle agree to pay for three seats 
therein, be allowed to take up any other passenger on the 
way, without the permission of the persons in the same, under 
the penalty of five dollars for each and every offence : Prs*> 
vided, always. That nothing herein contained shall be COU" 
strued to prevent any owner or driver of a hackney carriage* 
cab, or other vehicle from receiving any voluntary compen* 
sation, for the conveyance of persons, over and above ths 
rates hereby established ; but it shall nevertheless be the dutjr 
of the owner or driver aforesaid to inform the person offering 
such extra compensation of the rates of fare fixed by this act ; 
otherwise the said owner or driver shall be deemed guilty of 
having demanded extra compensation. 

Sec. 14. And be it enacted. That when any owner or 
driver of any hackney carriage, cab. or other vehicle is ap- 
plied to, to transport any passenger or passengers within this 
city, and shall refuse to do so, under the plea that he is already 
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engaged, ,he shall state the name and place of residence of 
the person by whom he is engaged ; and if the owner or dri. 
ver shall refuse to state such name and residence, and refuse 
to carry the person or persons making the application, the 
owner or driver of such iEQ{)icle shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding five dollars ; and if, on giving the name and 
residence of any person, it shall appear that the information 
was false, and that there was not an actual bona fide engage- 
ment, the owner or driver of said vehicle shall be liiable to the 
same penlilty as above stated . 

Sbo. 15. And be it enacted^ That when afiy owner or 
driver of a hackney carriage, cab, or other vehicle, carrying 
passengers for pay or hire, shall demand or receive any great- 
er sum for the conveyance of persons who shall not have re- 
sided twelvemonths within the city of Washington than is 
established in the rates of fare established by this act, or shall 
refuse to carry such persons at the said rates, he shall forfeit 
and pay double the penalty prescribed by the thirteenth sec« 
lion of this act . 

Sec. 16. And he it enacted^ That this act be applied, and* 
Che same is hereby declared to apply, to sleighs running for 
hire within this Corporation ; and it shall not be lawful for 
any person or persons to run a sleigh or sleighs for hire with- 
in the city of Washington, unless such person or persons shall 
have previously obtained a license under this act, without in- 
enrring the penalties prescribed for running hackney carriages : 
Provided, That nothing in this section contained shall be 
construed to require any person who shall be the owner of a 
licensed hackney carriage, cab, or other vehicle, to take out a 
license to run a sleigh . 

Sec. 17 And be it enacted^ That any hackney stage or 
omnibus, the dimensions of which shall be sufficient for the 
comfortable accomodation and conveyance of six passengers 
or more, running between Washington city and Georgetown*, 
or in any part of Washington city, if said stage or omnibus 
runs on a stated route, and the owner or owners thereof takes 
oat a license conformably to this act, said stage or omnibua 
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•htU not bo liable to any of the other profisions of this act 
relating to hackney carriages, except that provision which 
makes the owner or owners liable for the act of their drivers. 

Sbo. 19. And be it enacted. That the owner or proprietor, 
or owners or proprietors, of any hackney coach or other car* 
riage, licensed to run for hire in the city of Washington, his, 
her, or their agent, shall be liable to the Corporation of said 
eily for any and every penalty incurred by the driver of sueb 
hackney coach or carriage for the violation of any of the pro* 
visions of this act, or of the acts, or ordinances of this Corpo* 
ration in relation to hackney carriages. 

Sbo. 21. Afid be it enacted. That no person under sixteen 
years of age shall be allowed to drive any hackney carriage, 
sleigh, or cab, under a penalty of five dollars for each and 
every offence. 



MAIL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Great Easterr Mail from Baltimore, Philadblphia, 
Nbw ITork, Boston, &c., and Buffalo, &c., received by 9 
o'clock, a. m , daily ; and the Mail sent from this office, Xq 
and by those places, closed, at 4 and 9 o'clock, p. m., daily.. 

The Southern Mail closed daily at 8 o'clock, a. m., and 
received, daily, by 5 o'clock, p. m. 

The Second Eastern Mail and Great Western Mail re* 
ceived by 8 p. m., and closed at 9 p« m., daily. The Mail 
Trains, North of Philadelphia, arrive t|iere m time to connect 
with the Train for Baltimore, which brings the Great Mail', 
to arrive here by 9 a. m. No Eastern Maii is received at this 
office on Sunday night, and no Eastern Mail, to be sent be- 
yond Baltimore, is made up on Saturday night. 

The Mail for Annapolis, Maryland, and Norfolk and ad- 
jacent places in Virginia, is closed every night, except Satar- 
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daj, at 9 p. m., and is received six times a week, with a Mafl 
from Baltimore, Maryland, by 12 m. 

The Mail from Georgetown, D. C, is received twice dail^' 
by 8 a. m., and 5 p. m^ and it is closed for that place at th® 
same hoars. 

The Mail from Rookvillb, &€L, Maryland, is ^received 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, of each week, by 6 p. m.9 
and it is closed for those placea at 9 p. m., of the same days. 

The Mail from Brookvillb, &c., Maryland, is received by 
5 p. m,, of Wednesday and Saturday, each week, and closed 
for those places at 9 p. m., of Monday and Thursday. 

Upper Marlboro', dec, Maryland, received by 4 p. m.y 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and is closed same days at 
9 p. m. 

Port Tobacco, &0., Maryland, received Tuesday, Thurs* 
day, and Saturday, by 5 p. m. ; closed Sunday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday, at 9 p. m. 

Warrenton, Middleburg, &.C., Virginia, received Sundayy 
Wednesday, and Friday, by 11 p. m. ; closed at 9 p. m., Mon- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Lbesburo, &c., Virginia, received by and closed at 9 p. m., 
Jtfonday, Wodnesday, and Friday. 

The postage on newspapen, and that on nil {Printed 
matter addressed to any foreign country, is required to ba 
paid in advance. The postage is also to be prepaid on letters 
and packets addressed to foreign countries, other than Great 
Britain, Ireland, and Scotland and Bremen, in Europe, and 
some places to which they pass through the Bremen post of- 
fice. 

The Office is apen from 7 o'clock, a. m., to 9 o'clock, 
p. m., daily, except Sunday, and on that day it is open from 
7 to 10 a. m., and fr^m 7 to 9 p. m. ^ 
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JIESIDENCES OF PUBLIC OFFICERS, 

Zaehary Tajlor, of Louisiana, Presidont of United Stately 

Execative Mansion. 
W^ H. S. Bliss, Pritate Secretair, Executive Mansion. 
Millard Fillmore, of New York, Vice President, Willaid's 

Hotel. 

-STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Jehn M. Clayton, Secretary of State, F, bet. 13th and 14th sU« 
W. S. Derrick, Chief Clerk, comer of I and i9th streets. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Reyerdy Johnson, Attorney General, Capitol Hill, north side* 
J. T. Reed, Clerk, Pennsylvania avenue, between 14th and 
15th streets. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Interfbr, north sidePenn. av. 

opposite War Department. 
Daniel C. Goddard, Chief Clerk, north side C street between 

3d and 4). 
Justin Bulter'field, Commissioner of General Land Offiee. 
Nathan Sargent, Recorder of the General Land Office 
John Robb, Principal Clerk of Publio Lands, 
^ieph S. Wilson, Principal Clefk of Private Land Claims, 

west side 13th street between E and F. 
JohA Wilson, Principal Clerk of Surveys. 
Thomas Ewbank, Commissioner of Patents, 8th street, bet. 

G Md ^. 
DeWltt C. Lawrence, Chief Clerk, I, bet. Uth and ISlh sts. 
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James L. Edwards, Commissioner of Pensions, F street above* 

the War De^artmeot* 
Joseph J. Coombs, Chief Clerk, east iide of dth street between 

H street and N. Y. avenue. 
Oriando Brown, Commissioner of Indian Afi)iirs, sooUi sid* 

of Penn. avenue, between 14th and t5th streets. 
A. S. Long^bery, Ctiief Clerk, south side of Pena^ avoniie, bet. 

14th and 15th streets. 
Ignatius Mudd, Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
Thomas Fitnam, Warden of the Penitentiary. 
Thomas E wing, jr., Ssoretary to sigrn-Land Patents, north 

side Penn. avenue, opposite War Department. 

fREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

William M. Meredith, i^retaiy of tho Treasury north side 

of H street between 16th and 17th. 
John MeGinni?, Chief Clerk* north fide K street b#M^9i» 

8th and .9th 
A. Dallas Bache, Superintendent of the Coast. SvrFey» New 

Jersey avenue, Capitol Hill. 
Elisha Whitlleseji First Comptroller. 
Ezra C. Seaman, Hyatt*p, Pennsylvania avenue, between 6th 

and 7th streets. 
Atbion K. Parris, Second Comptroller, F, between 13th and 

14th streets. 
J. M. Broadhead. ChiefCIerk, Capitol Hill. 
Allen A. Hail, Register, south side F st. bet.lSth and 14th. 
Michael Nourse, Chief Clerk, west side 13lh street between 

E and F. 
Thomas L. Smith, First Auditor, National Hotel. 
Oeorge H. Jones, Chief Clerk, New York avenue, near 9th 

street. 
P. Clayton, Second Auditor, south 6 street between 11th <MmI 

12th. 
William |ilechlln. Chief Clerk, I, between 16th ona 17th tta. 
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<2f. 8. Galiaher, Third Auditor, between 6th and 4) streets. 
James Thompson, Chief Clerk, corner 24th and M streets. 
Aaron O. Dayton, Fourth Auditor, 6th street bet. D and E. 
Thomas H. Gilliss, Chief Clerk, F street near 10th. 
43tephen Fleasonton, Fifth Auditor, corner F and Slst st. 
Thomas Muston, Chie^ Clerk, New York avenue, between 

8th and 9th streets. 
William Seiden, Treasurer, New York avenue bet. 13th and 

14lh streets. 
W. B. Randolpb, Chief Clerk, Md. avenue bet. 12th and 13th 

near liong Bridge. 
J. C. Clark, Solicitor of the Treasury, National Hotel. 
•Stephen D. Law, south side F street, between 13th and 14th. 

WAR DEPARTMENT. 

George W. Crawford, Secretary of War, F, bet. 6th and 7th sU. 

^Samuel J. Anderson, Chief Clerk, Capitol Hill, north side. 

J. G. Totten, Chief Engineer, Gadsby's Row. 

Thomas S. Jessup, Quartermaster General, F between Idth and 
13th streets. 

William A. Gordon, Chief Clerk, Georgetown. 

George Gibson, Commissary General, F betweenl4th and 
15th streets. 

Richard Gott, Chief Clerk, corner 2ist and U streeU. 

Roger Jones, Adjutant General, 6th between D and E streets. 

J. A. Hnpburn, Chief Clerk, Georgetown. 

Nathan Towson, Psymaster General, opposite Navy Depart- 
ment. 

Nathan Frye, Chief Clerk, Seven Buildings. 

G orge Taleott, Lieutenant Colonel of Ordnance, in charge of 
Bureau, at Mrs. Latimer's. 

William Maynadier, captain. Assistant, Six Buildings. 

Oeorge Bender, Chief Clerk, West Market square. 

Thomas Lawson, Surgeon General, G between 17th and 18th/ 
Jtreels. * 
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KATT DEPARTmNT. 

Wu). Ballard Preston, Secretary of tbe Navy, H, between ITtfir 

and 18th streets. 
John Appleton, Chief Clerk, comer of Washington and Dnm. 

barton streets, Ghsorgetown. 
Commodore Lewis Warrington, Chief of Barean of Ordnance 

and Hydrography, Feim. av. near the War I>epartmenr. 
James P. McCorkle, Clerk^ Alexandria. 
Commodore Chas. W. Skinner, Chief of Bureau of Construc- 
tion, Equipment, and Repairs, corner of 11th and H sts. 
Philip C Johnson, Chief Clerk, 12th, between G dt H streeU. 
Commodore Joseph Smith, Chief of Bureau of Yards and 

Docks, 9th, between K and L streets. 
Wm. G. Ridgely, Chief Clerk, Cox's row. First st. Georgetown. 
Wm. St. Clair, Chief of Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, 

WillaKl's Hotel. 
Wm. &. Parrot, Chief Clerk, Mrs. Ulrtck's^ opposite Stot» 

Department. 
Dr. Thomas Harris, Chief of Bttreav.of Medicine and Surgery, 

Fk«sident's square, west side. 
Dr. J. Francia Tuckerman, Assistant to the Chiefs Mrs. Lati- 

jner^s, President's square. 
Moses Poor, Clerk, No. 3, Union Row, F street. 
Commodore Charles Morris, loepector of Ordnance, corner 1 

and 15th streets. 
H. E. Ballard, Commandant, Na^vy Yard. 
J. LenthaU, Chief Naval Constructor, east side ol 7th street^ 

between I and K. 
Charles H. Has well, EAgineer»in-Chief; B, near 15th street. 

POST OFFICE I^FARTMCNT. 

J. Collamer^ Postmaster. General, north side of N. Y. avenue^ 

between I3th and 14th streets. 
Selab R. Hobbie, First assistant Postmastet GaneraU cornM- 

14th 8tri2ul and Penn« aveania. 
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F. H. Warren, second Attistant Postmaster General, corner 

of 8th street and PennsylTania avenue. 
John Marron, third Assistant Postmaster General, comer of E 

and 5th streets. 
William H. Dundas, Chief Clerk, south side N. Y. avenue, 

between 9th and 10th streets. 
J. W. Farrellj, Auditor Post O/Bce, west side 10th street bet. 

D and E. 
T. E. Brown, Chief Clerk. 
William A. Bradley, City Postmaster. 



STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 

On Foreign Relations, — Messrs. King, Foote, Webster, 
Benton, and Mangum. 

On Finance, — Messrs. Dickinson, Hunter, Phelps, Douglas, 
and Pearee. 

On Commerce, — Messrs. Hamlin, Soule, Davis, of Massa- 
chusetts, Dodge, of Wisconsin, and Bell. 

On Manufactures, — Messrs. Sebastian, Butler, Clarke, 
Jones, and Uphara. 

On Agriculture. — Messrs. Sturgeon, Turney, Spruance, 
Walker, and Corwin. 

On Military Affairs, — Messrs. Davis, of Mississippi, Bor- 
land, Greene, Shields, and Dawson. 

On the Militia, — Messrs. Houston, Dodge, of Wisconain, 
Morton, Clemens, and Spruance. 

On Naval Affair8,^M.9aarB. Yulee, Mason, Badger, Bright, 
and Miller. 

On Public Lands, — Messrs. Feloh, Borland, Underwood, 
Shields, and Smith . 

On Private Land Claims. — Messrs. Downs, Whitcomb, 
D avis, of Massachusetts, Clemens, and Badger. 
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On Indian Affairg. — Messrs. Atehison, Sebastian, Bell* 
Rusk, and Wales. 

Of Claims — Messrs, Norris, Whttcomb, Undervrood, Stew* 
ard, and Baldwin. 

On Revolutionary Claims, — Messrs. Walker, Norris, U^ 
ham, Dodge, of Iowa, and Cooper. 

On the Judiciary, — Messrs. Batler, Downs, Berrien, Brad- 
bury, and Dayton. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads^-^UetBts. Rusk, Brij^bt, 
Upham, Soule, and Morton. 

On Territories. — Messrs. Douglas, Butler, Underwood* 
Houston, and Cooper. 

On Public Buildings, — Messrs. HunteCi Davis, of Missis- 
sjgpi. and Clarke. 
^^^0 Audit and Control the Contins^ent Expenses of the 
'Wmate. — Messrs. Dodge, of Iowa, Walker, and Baldwin. 

On Roads and Canals. — Messrs. Bright, Atchison, Greene, 
Foote, and Spruance. 

On P^ntfion^.— Messrs. King, Jones, Phelps, Stewart, and 
Dayton. 

Oa the District of Columbia^ — Messrs. Mason, Tulee, Mil- 
ler, Shields, and Berrien. 

Oa Patents and the Patent Oj^Xce.— Messrs. Torney, Nor- 
ris, Wales, Whitcnmb, and Dawson. 

On Retrenchment, — Messrs. Bradbury, Houston, Mangnm, 
Felch, and Clarke. 

On the Irt6rary.-*Messrs. Pearce, Mason, and Davis, of 
Mississippi. 

On Enrolled Bills, — Messrs. Rusk and Badger. 

On Engrossed Bills, — Messrs. Jones, Corwin, and Sebas- 
tian. 

On Pfina'A^.— Messrs. Borland, Hamlin, and Smith. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 01* THE HOtJIE OV HEP- 
^ R£^ENTATIV£S. 

Of Eleetions.'^yienBtB, Strong, Harris, of Alabama, Van 
Dyke, Disney, Thodi))8on, of Kentucky* Harris, of Tennessee, 
McGauffhey , Ashe, Andrews. 

Of Wayg and Meam. — Messrs. Bayly, Thompson, of Miss., 
Vinton, Green, Toombs, Hibbard, Duor, Jones, Hampton. 

Cf C/atms.— Messrs. Daniel, Thomas, Root, Wilmot, Nel- 
son, Hubbard, McLean, Dunham, Butler, of Conn. 

On Commerce, — Messrs. McLane, Wcntworth, Grinnell, 
Bingham, Stephens, of Georgia, Colcock, Phoenii, Stetson, 
Conrad. 

On Public Linde, — Messrs. Bowlin, Harmanson, Sheppard, 
Albertson, Baker, Cobb, Brooks, Hoagland, Henry, 

On the Post Office and Post Roads. — Messrs. Potter, Fhelps, 
McKissock, Featherston, Hebard, Alston, Powell, Stanton, 
of Tenn., Durkee. 

For the District of Columbia. — Messrs. Bfown, of Miss., 
Inge, Taylor, Fuller, Morton, Hammond, Allen, Williams, 
Underbill. 

On the Judiciary, — Messrs. Thompsoo, of Penn., Miller, 
Asbmun, Meade, Morehead, King, Tenable, Stevens, of Penn., 
Wellborn. 

On Revolutionary Claims. — Messrs. Sawtelle, Morris, 
Newell, Bay, Butler, of Penn., Millson, Goodenow, Mc Willie, 
Kerr. 

On Public Expenditure, — Messss. Johnson, of Tenn., Bis- 
sell. Conger, Harlan, Bowie, Sweetser, 6aldwe1I, of N. Caro- 
lina, Booth, Calvin. 

On Private Land Claims, — Messrs. Morse, Brown, of Ind., 
Rumsey, Gilmore, Campbell, Harris, of Illinois, Marshall, 
Whittlesey, Anderson. 

On Manufactures,-JAe9stB, Peck, Bowdon, Houston, Cleve- 
land, Breck, Ross, Role, Orr, Owen. 
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On AgrieuUure.'^Mesan, LittleBeld, Beberry, Risler, Me 
Mullen, Yoonf, Caiey, Staoton, Bonnet, Cable. 

On Indian Affairt. — ^MessrB Johnson, Hall, Crowell, Mc 
Lanahan, Outlaw, Hackett, Bokee, Howard, Sprague. 

On Military Affairt.^^M.ennn. Burt, Richardson, Wilson, 
Caldwell, of Kentucky, Evans, Carter, J. A. King, of N. Y., 
Ewing, Chandler. 

On the ilftZttia.— Messrs. Peaslee, Savage, King, of Rhode 
Island, Doty, Moore, Briggs, Robbins, Thompson, of Iowa« 
Meacham . 

On Naval Affairt. — Messrs. Stanton, Bocock, Schenck, 
La Sere, White, Gerry, Cabell, McQueen, Levin. 

On Foreign Affaire. — Messrs. McClernand, McDowell, 
Winthrop, Haralson, HiUiard, Woodward, Stanly, Buel, 
Spalding. 

On the Territories, —Messrs. Boyd, Richardson, Rockwell , 
Seddon, Clingman, Kaufman, Gott, Fitch, Giddings. 

Oft Revolutionary Pensions. — Messrs. Waldo, Beale, Silves- 
ter, Wallace, Freedley, Gorman, Evans, Tuck, Sackett. 

On Invalid Pensions. — Messrs. Leffier, Olds, Nes, Averett, 
Walden, Johnson, Matteson, Hamilton, Hay. 

On Roads and Canals — Messrs. Robinson, Mann, King, 
of N. Jersey, Mason, Putnam, Parker, Wood, Gould, Howe. 

On Rules. — Messrs. Kaufman, Jones, Vinton, Strong, 
Stephens, of Geo., Phelps, Ashmun, Liltlefield^ McGaughey. 

On Patents. — Messrs. Walden, Otis, Hamilton, Watkins, 
Harlan. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds. — Messrs. Bowdon, 
Edmundson, Houston, Young, Reynolds. 

On Revisal and J/nfinished Business. — Messrs. Cobb, of 
Alabama, Ogle, Averett, Julian, Jackson. 

On Accounts. — Messrs. King, of Mass., Mason, McDonald, 
Clarke, Bay. 

On Mileage. — Messrs. Fitch, Duncan, Howard, Haymond, 
Sweetser. 

On Engraving. — Messrs. Hammond, Dimmick, Fowler. 
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Joint Committee on the LiSrary of Congre§$,'~'M9eaTB* 
Holmes, Mann, Gilmore. 

On Expenditures in the State Department, — Mewrs. Bing-^ 
ham, Reed, Orr, Alexander, Gorman. 

On the Expenditures in the Treasury Department, -^MeaBTB^ 
Caldwell, Schermerhorn, Ashd^, Dixon, Dunham. 

On Expenditures in the War Department, — IVIessrs. Dim- 
mick, Schoolcraft, Harris, of Illinois, McMuIIen, Hanter. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department, — Messrs. Holli- 
day, Thorman, Carter, Pitnam, Harris. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department, — Messrs. 
Thompson, of Iowa, McWillie, Halloway, Robbins, Corwin. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings, — Messrs. Beaie^ 
Cole, Ross. Burrows, Hoagland. 

On Enrolled Bills,-~yLeaBia, Wildrick^ Dickey. 



CHURCHES. 

The stranger in a city, who wishes, on the Sabbath, or an 
erening of the week,' to visit some place for religious worship, 
is oflen at a loss to ascertain the location and time of public 
service of the particular church with which ho would prefer to 
meet. For the information of such, and no doubt among the 
sojourners in the metropolis there are many such, the following 
list is annexed : 



First, Rev. O. B. Brown, 10th street we.^t, between E and 
F north. Preaching Sabbath morning and aflernooo and 
Wednesday night. 
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Second^ without a pastor, corner of 4^ street east, and Vir- 
g Ilia avenue. Preachings Sabbath morning and aflernoon. 

Third, Rev. 6. W. Samson, E street north, between 6th and 
7i!) west. Preaching Sabbath morning and night and Thurs- 
di*y night. 

Shiloh, Virginia avenue, between 4} and 6th streets west. 



SL Mathew% Rev. James B. Donelan, H street north, be* 
tween 14th and 15th west. 

St, Patrick* 8t Very Rev. Wm. Matthews, and Rev. Thoft. 
Foley assistant, F street north, between 9th and 10th west. 

St, Petard Rev. Mr. Lmchan, 3d street east, between 
C and D south. 

St, Mary^s, Rev. Mr. Behman, 5th st. west^between G db H. 

On the Sabbath, early mass at eight o'clock, late mass at 
«leven o'clock^ vespers at half past three o'clock. Mass every 
morning during the week about sunrise. 



Chn»t, Rev. Wm. Hodges, 6 street south, between 6th and 
7th east. Seivtce Sabbath morning and afternoon 

Church of the Ascension, Rev. Levin Gillis, H street north, 
between 9th and lOth west. Service Sabbath morning and 
afternoon. 

Church of the Ephiptiny, Rev. John W. French, G street 
north, between 13th and 14th west. Service Sabbath morn- 
ing and afternoon. 
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St. John' it Rev. Smith Fyae, eorner 16th street west, and 
H street north. Service Sabbath morning and afternoon. 

Trinity^ Rev* Clemtnt T. Butler, D. D., 5th street west» 
between D and £ north. Service Sabbath morning and 
night. 

FRIENDS*^ 

I street, north side, between 18th and l^h streets. 



English^ Rev. Mr. Butler, corner of 11th street west and 
ii ftreei north. Preaching Sabbath morning and night. 

German, Rev. Mr. Finckle, 6 street north* between X9th 
and 20th st. west. Preaching Sabbath morning and aflernopn. 

METHODIST BPISOOPJkL* 

Ebenezer, Rev. Wm. Prettyman, 4th street east, between F 
and O south. Preaching Sabbath morning and night. 

Foundry, Rev. John Lanahan, comer 14th street west, 
and G street north. Preaching Sabbath morning and nijj^t, 
and Wednesday night. 

Wealey Chapel, Rev. L. F. Morgan, comer of F steeet north 
and 5th street west. Preaohing Sabbath morning and night, 
and Thursday night. 

MeKendree Chapel, Rev. Mr. Roswell, MassaehvNietts ▲»» 
enue, near 9th street west. Preaching Sabbath morning and 
night. 

Ryland Chapel, Rev. Mr. Pitcher, corner of Maryland Av. 
enue and 10th street west. Preaching Sabbath morning and 
night. 
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MSTHODIBT FROTKSTANT^ 

9th ttreet WMt, bet. E and F north, Rev. Mr. Colltor. 
F^aching Sabbath morning and night. 

Comer of Virginia avenue and 5th street east. 

mESBTTIRUN. 

Firtt, Rot. Mr. Bkllatine, 4} street west, between C and D 
north • ^ Preaching Sabbath morning and night, and Wednes- 
day night. 

Second, Rer. J. R. Eokard, between New York avenue and 
H street north, and between 13th and 14th streets west. 
Freaehing Sabbath morning and night. 

Fatreett Rev. James Laurie, D. D., and Rev. Mr. Christian 
F street north, between 14th and 15th streets west. Fteach- 
ing Sabbath morning and afternoon. 

Fourth, Rev. John C. Smith, 9th street west, between 6 and 
H streets north. Preaching Sabbath morning and night, and 
Thursday night. 

Ventral, without a pastor, eighth street, rear of Patent 
Office. Preaching Sabbath morning and afternoon. 

tmiTARUN. 

' Her. Mr. Allen, comer of D street north and 6th street 
Preaching Sabbath morning and night. 
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